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DEDICATION. 


20 T cauRcn oF « GOD, 
AT GRANTHAM, . 
| DEAR FRIENDS, SIRE ih bo, F 


T your, requeſt. 7 8 inn out the 
following gliſcourſe for to be publiſhed 3: 
and as you heard it as the word of God, and I 
received it from his own mouth. by his Spirit, 
and had the witneſs and power of the Holy Ghoſt 
in preaching it, teſtifying. of it as his truth; and 
the ſame Spirit Mutination bringing the a 
greateſt part of it Muy remembrance, with the 
ſweeteſt harmony, When writing, enabling me to 
tranſcribe it upon paper, from the © living epiſtle 
on the mind: I have not the leaſt doubt but that 
it is God's own: word; and what confirms it, is, 
the repeated renewals, and freſh manifeſtations of 
the ſame matchleſs light which then began to 
dawn, and has ſhone brighter and brighter ever 
ſince, and is ſuch as ectipſes all the light we ever 
had before, and makes it groſs darkneſs, and is 
attended with ſuch rays of glory as makes the An 
diſpenſation « have no glory i in this reſpect, by 
reaſon of the glory that excelleth; and it kive: 


7. e ſuch 
= | 


7 ir ) | 
ſach a life ab is above all death, e 


our former life in death; and this of courſe brings 
a liberty, which is eternity itſelf; and brings 


mortality, with all its. liberty and freedom, into ; 


| perpetual bondage, captivity, and flavery. And 


it reveals ſuch a perfect righteouſneſs and juſtifica- 


tion, as turns all the righteouſneſs we ever knew | 


before into ſin againſt the Spirit; which proves 
that the promiſe is fulfilled, and the Spirit is 


come ** to reprove the world of fin, of righteouſ- 
neſs,” and of judgment. „Of, in that we have 


been living all our life-time in the righteouſneſs 
of the law, and have been cleaving to it, think- 
ing it to be the proper righteouſneſs of the Son, 
which is the fin of unbelief againſt him. Of 


righteouſneſs, becauſe the Son is gone to the bo- 
ſom of the Father, and the Father is come to 
dwell in him, and both d 
us, as the Lord our right 
nent, becauſe the prince of this world, or the in- 
fernal head of the wicked, wich his whole myſti- 
cal body, are judged to be in the law, and the 
law itſelf is judged by the coming of the Holy 
Shoſt, in the pure goſpel from” Heaven, which 


in the Spirit with 


contains grace, mercy, and remiſſion of ſins; 


and theſe are a new law, which ſets itſelf debe 


mently againſt the old law, and the old law of 
works ſets itſelf vehemently againſt 'the new law 


of grace; and theſe are like two mighty poten- 
rates, with their armies meeting together ; works 


ad | _ 
7 | 


fnefs.” Of judg- | 


4 0 


fight againſt grace, and claim the victory, the 
crown, and inheritance, from their light, heir 
life, their diligence, and activity: but grace 
fights againſt works, and claims the victory. 
crown, and. eternal. blefling, by its brightneſs, | 
flaſhing in the face of its enemies, proving them 
to be © works of darkneſs,” combined under the 
banner of « the ruler af the darkneſs of this 
world.“ Then, by its pure breath, it conſumes 
their goodneſs into ſin; as it is written; “ which _ 
ſhall be conſumed with the breath of the Lord, 
and brightneſs of his coming,“ which bright-. 
neſs marſhals the Devil, with all his works; in- 
ventions, and armies, in the fleſh, upon the croſs, 
and in the open viſion of true divinity in the 
Spirit, makes an open ſhew of theſe principa- 
lities and powers“ in the fleſn, And then, by. 4 
the piercing life apd light of the firſt, all the ſe! , 
cond, with the Devil at their head, fall, like f 
lightning from heaven, and are judged as inſernal 
rebels to the King of kings; and as this is now done, 
« now is the judgment of this world, now ſhall: 
the prince of this world be caſt out” from the 
| temple of God, where he, ſat in bis long, white 
ä garment, as God. But the Holy Ghoſt, by his 
coming, has not only caſt him out, but has led » 
us back to ſee the ſtrong holds be has had us} 
of in, and alſo has led us to ſee the way God has 
been leading us thropgh the wilderneſs, and what 
all our ae there was for, dir. 20 bring 
iniquity 


(Mu) 
iniquity to light, © and to let us know what was 
in our hearts,” He has led us alſo to ſee all the 
way he has led us through the Red Sea of fleſh, 
blood, and fin; through the great depths of ori- 
girial corruption, where there was no way of 
man's deviſing. And he has gone back with 
us, as far as Egypt, from the firſt coming of 
Moſes to preach there, that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled; (when the Spirit, the Comforter - 
is come, he ſhall lead you into all truth, and 
bring all things to your remembrance; which 1 
have ſaid unto you;“ and though theſe things 
which he has brought to our remembrance were 
all written in the Scripture, yet we could not 
poſſibly underſtand them, becauſe we were alive 
in our on wiſdom and learning, and ſtriving to 
comprehend ſpiritual matters with a carnal judg- 


ment, which was like a man endeavouring to de- 2 


ſcribe the brightneſs of the ſun y the twinkling 
light of a wax taper; but no man knows the 
things of the Spirit; „ but the Spirit“ bim- 
ſelf being come, * ſearches all things, even the 2 
deep things of God;” how much more the deep 
things of man, ſuch as his deep apoſtacy from 
God, even when he thinks that he has ſweet fel- 
lewſhip and communion with bim; his deep 
| hypocriſy, cven when he is confident that he is 
fincere and upright; his deep wickedneſs, even 
when he is ſure of being juſtified and made 'righ- 
teous ; and his deep Rey in the law of Moſes, 

| whilſt. 


e ( vii ) 
whilſt he is perfectly atisfied that it is ; the grace 


of Chriſt; becauſe no man knows' the law of 


Moſes in any other manner than as a killing let- 
ter and condemning - commandment, working 
death, wrath, guilt, and hell in the conſcience: 


they know not that it gives life, love, a condi- 
tional pardon of fin, and brings a temporary hea- 


ven into the fleſh. - But the Scripture is as full in 
deſcribing the ſacrifices and atonements uſed-un- 
der the law, as thoſe uſed under the goſpel, with 
the old. temple, or heaven, where the firſt are 
offered; as well as the new temple, or heaven, 
containing the ſecond. Then, as all men are 
naturally born in the firſt temple, with their con- 
ſciences in bondage to the wrath, fear, terror, 


guilt, and death of the law, they there, in the old 


tabernacle, © offer ſervices in the oldneſs of the 


letter all their life time, until the atonement 


comes; and, of neceſſity, the atonement of the 


law muſt come firft, to purge the conſcience 


from its guilt and actual fin, before the atone- 
ment of the goſpel can come, to purge the ſpirit 
from all ſin; the firſt takes away terror, wrath, 
fear, torment, and dread of damnation, purges 
the conſcience from all guiltineſs, and purifies 
the fleſh to make it holy, as Paul ſpeaketh con- 
cerning it, * if the blood of bulls and of goats,” 
which was uſed, and is ſtill uſed under the law, 


« ſanctifieth to the purifying of the fleſh, how 


mych more ſhall the blood of Chriſt,” which is 
the 


* 


_— 


9 . 

the ſecond atonement, « purge the conſcience,” To 
not from guilt, for that is Already done, but 
„ from dead works,” and purify the Tpirit from 


the fleſh, with all irs ſanRity.and holineſs. Now 
the firſt, or atonement of the law, can never take 


away fin, though it can take away guilt, becauſe 


its tendency is to make the fleſh, which is the 
æcal fin, holy, happy, humble, meek, and contrite, 
until it ſoon becomes a ** varniſhed ſepulchre,” all 
fair and beautiful in holineſs. But the ſecond, 
or atonement of the goſpel, which comes in the 
Spirit, cleanſes it from all ſin, by crucifying the 
fleſh, with all its bumility, meekneſs, contrition, 
joy, gratitude, and affections, as the moſt abo- 
minable objects. Vet, when the firſt atonement 
comes, it ma kes, as it were, a very heaven upon earth, 
as Imyſelf found, when the Redeemer, as I thought, 
firſt appeared crucified upon the croſs before 
my eyes, but they were only the eycs of nature; 
nevertheleſs, the ſight removed the whole load 
of guilt, terror, judgment, death, and nell from 
my conſcience, and filled my heart with ſuch 
compunction for my former life and ſin, which 
appeared to be the things that crucified the Son 
of God, and filled my heart with ſuch conttition, 
ſelf. abaſement, and holy ſhame, chat I was abaſh- 
ed to look him in the face; at the ſame time, 
ſuch unutterable light, love; liberty, and raptures 
of joy, as ſcarce any heart could contain more, 
which vented itſelf in * and praiſe perpetu- 
31 0 6 ally 


6 ix) i | 
ally. before che Lord; and in reading, meditation, 
private prayer, and praiſe, I enjoyed à real hea - 
ven of pleaſure; and if God had left me in it I 
would never have ſought a better heaven, though it 
was only the old temple, and its. happineſs con- 
ſiſting of its carnal waſhings and purifications of 
the fleſh. And if a man goes no farther than 
this, he is as ſure to be damned at laſt as ever 
he was born; and yet he is as ſure to himſelf that 
he is drinking and bathing in the pure river of 
| eternal love, as if he was paſt the utmoſt verge of 
mortality, where all doubts are ſwallowed. up; 
whereas, alas!-he is drinking, and thing in no- 
thing elſe, ſave the ſpiritual wine of Babylon's 
fornication, which is moſt ſweet and delicious to 
all fleſn. He is confident of being in the very 
embraces and arms of the Divinity; whereas. it 
is the embraces and arms. of Satan, transformed 
into an angel of light, becauſe that . is his chief 
dreſs; and as he is not by the ſoul diſcovered, he 
has it as faſt in his ſervice as ever be had the 
Pope of Rome. And though it thinks that the 
everlaſting gates axe open, and it has reached the 
celeſtial heights, and ĩs. at perfect liberty to enter 
the manſion of glory, yet it is in the very depths 


af hell, a bond ſlave and wretched criminal, held. 


by the unſeen chains of Satan's lie and deluſipn in 
the law, ſaying, © Ye ſhall not ſurely die, hut ye 
ſhall be as gods, knowing good and evil.“ 
Though God ſays, If you. taſte of that tree, or 
b take 


: 0 * Fr 
take aids fruits, which grow-up in the ah ; 


from the righteouſneſs and works of the law, 


« ye ſnall ſurely die,“ yet this eating and ſeaſting 


an the forbidden fruit is the great goſpel liberty 


which. is boaſted of throughout the world; and 


this diſobey ing God's real command, and ſerving 
the Devil in a transformed likeneſs, is the chriſt 
_ that is worſhipped; but as he is a carnal chriſt ſet 


up in the ſenſual mind of che fe \ he is, by 
ſcripture-inſpiration, termed: à beaſt, „and the 
dragon gi ves him his ſear, and great authority; 
and all the world wondered after the beaſt, and 
all the world worthipped' him, ſaying, Who is 
like unto the beaſt, vho can judge him, or make 
war with him?“ None on earth, ox in the law, 
can make war with him, becauſe by it he rules, 

and has the abſolute dominion over the earth I 
none there can judge him, becauſe, by the condi- 

tional promiſes and threatnings of the law, he 
judges all men, as many as have ſinned in the 
law ſhall be judged by the law.“ But here is 
the comfort of the ſaints; as many as overcome 
the law overcome him, with alt his infernal hypo- 
criſy and wickedneſs, the world; the fleſh, with all 
the ſin, death; and miſery contained in them: and 
this is the victory over the world, which, includes. 


all, even our faith;“ which enters into a certain 


new world in the ſpirit, where there are no con- 


ditions, qualifications, ſin, or carnal command- 
went . — peace, and good-will, 


harmony, 


t 5 


harmony, happineſs, freedom from all Eo, enen 
reſt, endleſs light, and the power ofan endleſb Hife... 
Faith entering and taking poſſefion of theſe be. 
comes the power of God, which gets the conqueſt 
and victory over the old world, and all within it. 
But faith holds a new earch in the new world, pro- 
duecing new fruits of faith; hope, love, &c. ; 
which overcome the old fruits of the old earth, 
| by keting faith agaiuſt faith, hope againſt hope; 
and love againſt love; Then” that Which is of 
becomes weak,” is Thaken, and vafliſlics away 1 
that the orher, which” is new, and cant be 
ſhakeh, | may” remain: and 25 it contains 4 new 
heaven, as well as a new earth, with ſparkling 
Tuminaties, fulfilling their courfes; an ever- 
laſting Sun of Righteouſnefs, that ſhines upon 
the moon, or new birth; attended with the ſtars 
of light, anck wiſdom of the Spirit; HE" over” 
come the old Heaven, by pkcifg one fan'of righ- 
reouſhefs againſt the” other, until it is “ turned 
into darkneſs; one moon, or the new birth of 
the Spirit agairiſt the old birth of the fleſh, until 
it is „ turned” into blood}; one ſet of ſtats 
againſt another, until the” gloty of the new he- 
vens eclipfes tlie glory of the old, and Pute aul ts 2. 
„bright lights cut,“ in the groſſeſt dar 
And Paul alludes to this; where lle fays, : + ere 
are bodies celeftia}; and bodies terreſt the 
gloty of the celeſtial is one, and the gl bf the 
terreſtrial is another: ani the gtoty of th fr, © 
bs which 


0 


V hich is the goſpel, is juſt as far before the n 7 


the other, which is the law, as heaven i is above the 
earth. © And there is one glory of the ſun, and 
another glory of the moon: but the firſt, which 
ſhines in the goſpel, is as bright againſt the other, 


which ſhines in the law, as the day is brighter 


than the night. And there is another glory of 
the ſtars, for one ſtar differs from another in 


glory; ſo is the reſurrection of the dead: and 


the reſurrection and the life as far exceeds our 
former life, as the body, raiſed, exceeds the grave 


and its corruption; raiſed from, it is raiſed in 


glory, honour, immortality, and power, which 
makes it a * ſpiritual body; and that ſows the 


bother, which js a © natural body,” in corrup- 


tion, weakneſs, diſhonour, and death, Then it 


is proved to be of the firſt Adam, earthly; . and. 


as is the earthly, ſuch are they who are earthly * 
| but the other is the ſecond Adam, the Lord 


from heaven; and as is the heavenly, ſuch are 
they who are heavenly; and as we have born the 
image of the earthly,” by knowing it to be an 
. earthly image, we ſhall alſo bear the image of 
the heavenly.” And where theſe two images 


meet together, and are contraſted one with ano 


ö earthly. | L be full of corruption, gloſſed and paint- 
ed over by the righteouſneſs of the law in it, re- 


ceiving and hs the truth of the goſpel in 
| unrighteouſneſs ; 


ke a man's face contraſted by its image in 
| then the heavenly i image diſcerns the 


(200864155 | 
unrightcouſneſs; ; then from. heaven; or r the hea- 
venly image, the wrath and contempt; of -God is 
revealed againſt. the. other, with all its ungodli- 
neſs and ynrighteouſneſs, becauſe it holds the 
truth in unrighteouſneſs. Now as this image of 
the carthly Adam, or the law, is the image of 
the beaſt, then, it follows, that as the law is 
overcome, the beaſt is overcome with the wo- 
man, or great city Babylon, that ſits upon him, 
with all her walls and bulwarks of ſtrength, all 
her rich commodities, traffic, merchandiſe, and 
merchants, who have made themſelves ſpiritually 
rich, by bartering earthly. works for. heavenly 
grace ; all her delicious eating and: drinking, the 
fleſh, of her ſacrifices, and wine of her love to 
God, which is a bed of whoredom, in which 


« ſhe has made all nations drunk with the wine | | 


of her fornication.” But as John ſaw, in the 
viſion of faith, ſome hundred years ago, her Judg- _ 
ment coming on, we ſee the time accompliſhed, 
and her judgment actually come, and it has begun 
at the houſe of God; and by an open revelation 
and manifeſtation of the. i image of the beaſt in our 
fleſh, we are enabled to overcome, and judge 
the whole myſtical city, from the loftieſt throne 
of the higheſt ſcorner, Wh fays, «1 fit as a 
queen, and ſhall ſee ne ſorrow, nor widow hood, 
nor loſs of children any more,“ down to the low- * 
eſt humiliation of her moſt reduced traders, who. 
lie in duſt and n crying, Alas“ alas! that 
i great 
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great eny: for in one hour thy judgments are 


come.” Her beautiful palaces, which were de- 
corated and ornamented in the fleſh, by the 


handy works of men, are become, 3 in our view, the 


real « habitations of devils; their cleanlineſs is 


| become the * hold of every font fpirit ;** her bar- 


tering and trading with God contains a feſt of 
rhieves and "robbers, Who, like Simon Magus, 
would purchaſe the Holy Ghoſt with money: 
her love is become the poiſoh of dragons, and the 


% wine of wrath,“ becauſe it is at war with the 
true Chriſt; and'* fornication,” becauſe it is 


poured” out to an idol, which ſhe takes for the 
true God; and wine «of fitthineſs,” becauſe it 


deflles the fpitit in the faints. Now it appears 
plain, that it has been for the purpoſe of reveal- 


ing, rendering vifible, and making manifeſt, in 


an open ſhew to us, this myſtical harlot, in the 
. attir6 of the * bride, the Lamb's wife; this devil, 


in „ Samuel's mantle;“ this * man of fin,” in ir 
the garb of righteouſneſs; this © Antichriſt,” ' 

the form of Chriſt. That God has led us, Wo 
ſome years back, in a way contrary to all the 
world; and, though we knew not What he was 
doing, nor where he was leading us, yer we had 
the word; ** ye ſhall know hereafter; > and now 
the word is fulfilled by the coming of the Spirie, 
who leads us into all truth concerning all the way 
we have hitherto. come; and we know that he 


has ah. us with a ſtrong hand, that we 


might 


might break all ebnfedetuey with the wicked. *' 
Between two and three years ago, he began to 
ſtrip me of my firſt comfort, and began to rend 
and tear my firſt love, which began to ſhake my 
good hope, cloſed up the acceſs and liberty I had 
in prayer; then the whitgls of diligence, in read- 
ing, meditation, and prayer, which I ſo much de= 
lighted in, dragged heavily, and, inſtead of find- 
ing pleaſure from them, found them the greateſt 
burden and taſk; and the more I ſtruggled under 
' the burden, and to fulfil my daily taſk, for 
ſtrength and comfort, the more weakneſs and 
diſtreſs of heart I found, until the prayers and la- 
bours themſelves began to be diſcovered as being 
fin; then the hand of preſumptuous faith, which 
received the promiſes i in the letter, began to be cut 
off. This was John the Baptiſt laying the mi- 
niſtry of eondemnation to the root of the religion 
of the law in the heart, and this is the firſt rel! 
work of God: © the law and the prophets were 
until John; fince that time the kingdom of God 
is preached?” by the ſpirit of John, 'which puts 

an end to both the righteoufneſs of the law and 
the prophets, by making the law a Jordan of 
death, into which he baptiſed me, with its wrath 
and condemnation, its darknefs and bondage, af- 


flictons and ſorrows. At this time I preached ns 


_aftlition.as I ſelt it; and endeavoured to deſcribe 
the operations of the Spirit in trouble; and point- 
ed out the conditional promiſes, ſuitable to ſuch 

| | and 


bl 
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and ſuch cafe. : And then, 1 latte 
light to diſcover, ourſelves in the wa, or any de- 
liverance from our burden, we rejoiced andi 
were glad, and thought it to be Chriſt binding 
up the broken hear: whereas-it:was undoing the 
work of Jahn, ho laid he burden on the fleſh. 
This proves that the comſort ſpringing up for 
having it taken away was not from Chriſt, for 
he. is not contrary, to John, but comes aſter him, 
in the ſame way that he hast pregared, and is far 
above and greater chan John: but if the com- 
forts and joys, we then had came from Chriſt, John 


enjoy them many hours, and ſometimes; not many 
minutes, until John agaia laid his ax to the root of 
them and hexed them down, as much as if he ſaid, 
1 I am not the. Chriſt, nor any thing that is pr 
duced under. me, a bur: there is ono cometh after 
me, Who, is preferred beſote me, -whoſt ſhoe- 
latchet Lam. nor worthy to looſe : he ſhall baptize 
with the Holy, Ghoſt, Lam not the © true light, 
but, by, turning that light which ſpringa up un- 


der mme inta darkneſs, I bear witneſs. of a greater 


light 20 ſucceed. 1 AM. not the true comfort, but 


by turning all the 4 locuſts and wild boney 0. = 


conſolation that ſpring, up under me, into the gall 
and wormwood af ſin, I prepare the way for, 


another comfort, and © another Comforter.” 


Thaw nn kept cuttings and e and 
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was above both him and them. becauſe we did not 


0 „u) 


| affliction i in my heart, I preached the ſaciie trou- 
dle and affliction" to others; and many who had 


natural troubles, but could not diſcern between I 


thoſe which are natural and thoſe which are ſpi pi- 
ritual, found their caſe deſcribed, as they thought, 
and could rejoice and be glad; and fer to their ſeals 
that it was the word of the Lord, and that I was a 
miniſter ſent of God; and as © Herod rejoĩced in 
John's light for a ſeaſon,” they rejoiced in . 4 


light in me; and as © Herod feared John beeauſe 


hezappeared to be an holy man,” ſo theſe feared, 


reverenced, and ſtood in awe of my word, becauſe 


I appeared to be an holy man, living near to God, 
and keeping up conſtant fellowſhip: and commu-- 
nion with him; only envy and jealouſy, like 
cunning foxes, would be hunting about to find 
out ſome ſpots, ftains, and blemiſhes in my face, 
leaſt! I ſhould get too parſe; but when 1 began. 
to preach againſt this perfection, againſt all the 
holineſs and humility, prayers and communion 
with God in the fleſh, ſnewing that they were 
the fruits of the law, the ſame as John preached- 


againſt the daughter of Herodias, who prefigures 5 


the offspring of the law, and, told Herod that'it 
was not lawful for him to Marry her; then, as 
Herod loſt all his friendſhip and reſpe& for John, 
and * cut off his head in the priſon,” his ſucceſ-' 
fors, for the ſame cauſe, loft all their friendſhip- 
and reſpe& for John, in me; deſpiſed the light 
they my had, nag upon all their expe- 
8 15 rience 
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rience, ſeals, and ſtrong confidence they bad un- 
der his preaching, and at laſt qut off bis head, by 
eſteeming him no more a miniſter of the Lord. 
But in the room of John's head, and out of his 
ruins, the Lord from Heaven is riſen, in a far 
gteater and deeper miniſtry, and not only con- 
firms John's doctrine againſt the Herodians; but 

where the firſt © chaſtiſed with whips, the fecond 

chaſtiſes with ſcorpions,” and not only forbids: - 
the banns of marriage with the daughter of He- 
rodias, but forbids all their preparations for, and 
ceremonies about, the wedding, with all their 
laſts, deſires, prayers, hopes, and expectations of 
ever having it accompliſhed, and calls Herod, in 
all his profeſſion, a crafty, ſubtle, cunning fox, 
which fills his heart with ſuch blood-thirftineſs 
againſt the Lord, and ſuch rage againſt the mi- 
niſtry of the Spirit, as makes him, without 
ſcruple, call it fooliſhneſs and perverſion of Serip- 
ture. . Fooliſhneſs, becauſe it will not ſubmit to 
be tried by the Honourable Faculty of Reaſon, 


and be judged by my Lord Carnal Criticiſm, ſeat- 


ed upon his bench, as lofty as the Pope. Per- 
| verſion of Scripture, becauſe it perverts the letter, 
or the law, with all the experience of it, from 
being any part of the goſpel, but condemning it, 
and them that truſt in it, to. Hell, as it did in 
time paſt, when, © they ſaid he had a devil, and 
was mad,“ or his doctrine, flowed from a bad 
ſpirit, was fooliſhneſs, and perverted the Scrip- 
| 8, by * ture; 
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ture; then ne Pötte tech them 45 4 * v '3enetbtivn 
of vipets, that could not eſcape the damnation of 
Hell. Tet their ſucceſſors, when in their right 
mind, are forced to confels that the. doctrine is 
4 either too high, or too low, for them, ſo that 
they cannot underſtahd it, whether it be from 
heaven;'or of men; „ and this proves, that, though 
it 'be perverfior 10n of Scripture, they do not pervert 
the Scripture, but fulfil it; for it is written, 
« theſe, as hatural Brute beaſts, made to be taken 
and deſtroyed, {peak evil of rho/e things * whith they 
underſtand not, and ſhall utterly periſh in their own - 
corruption, "which is the righteouſneſs of the 
law in theit hearts, receiving the righteouſneſs of 
the goſpel, corrupting it after this manner: Firſt,” 
By bringing theilt natural u ants tö the Lord, and 
pleading his þrotiiiſes in prayer, ahd looking to 
be Heard and ſup; lied, becauſe they plead. Se- 
condih, By bringing their troubles, and pleading 
theni for es Thirdly, By bringing their 
natural fin, and pleading that for pardon, and, as 
_ the condititnal promiſe fays, * If any man con- 
feſs and forfake his fins, he ſhall find merey,” by 
having the” old atonement; or blood of the law 
applied to the cofiſcience; which produces peace 
there. But then, when the new atonement, or 
blood of Chirift is preathed in the croſs, making 
perfect peace with God, and perfect war with the 
natural conſcience, and the peace of it, then their 
hearts are filled with madiieſs; war, and enmity 

09:3 a againſt 
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 againſtir, which is trampling under rot che blend 
of the Son of God, and counting it an holy and 
unpeaceable « thing,” and that contrary- to their 
former light, their unpeaceable conſcience; and the 
living teſtimonies which they cannot overthrow, 
but, through pride, ſtubbornneſs, and malieiouſ- 
nels, they reſiſt and ſpeak evil of the free Spirit that 
brings the free propitiation and redemption, which 
is * doing deſpite unto the Spirit of grace.” And 
| us they can, and do at the ſame time pray God 
to lead them right, to ſhine upon their path, 
to bring them out of trouble, to fulfil their: coun- 
ſels, and wiſh him to diſplay his arm in proving 
\ | them to be right; and us to be wrong; this is cru- 

, ©  eifying to themſelves the Son of God afreſh; and 
if fuch men may eſcape the damnation of hell, att 
the deyils already there may-eſcape it ; for, ſays 
Paul, “ it is impoſſible for thoſe who. were once 
enlightened ” to know the truth, and have taſt- bes 
ed of the heavenly gift in the fleſh, like new ; 
wine put into an old bottle, «and were made 

-partakers of the Holy Ghoſt,” in his gifts of pro- 
phecy, prayer, &c. and have raſted the good 
word of God” in the natural affection, and 
the powers of the world to come,” or letter of 
the goſpel, in all its powerful effects; in calming 
and quieting the troubled conſciences of the way- 
ſide hearers, if they fall away,” or loſe all this, 
or give it up through malicious enmity againſt the 
you: goſpel; © it is impoſſible to renew them 
| again 


t ) 


again to regargance, ſecipg, they equcify to FR 
ſelves the Son of God afreſh; and put him to an 
open ſhamęes , ſo t it had been better for them: 
not to have known the way of righteouſneſs in | 
the law, which: ſatisfied their conſciences, 1 than ; 
when they have known it to turn from the holy 

commandment delivered to them, for there now 
remains no more ſacrifice for ſin, as they have 
loft the firſt, which is of the law, by piercing 
their conſciences with war and enmity.;. and 


trample upon the ſecond, which is the bloed of 


the Son, with, ſcorn, and. contempt, as an unholy | 
thing; ſo all that remains is, ** a fearful looking 
for of judgment,” Except, the Devil applies ſome 

of his plaiſters and white rags to heal the con- 
fcience. All. the, hope that ſuch men have de- 
pends upon a peradventure we may be wrong, as ſo 
| many good men are againſt us; but who theſe good 
men are is of no conſequence. to us, as we know, 
feelingly, that the good man at home, or within 
us, is become the greateſt ſinner in the whole 
| world, and his goodneſs the greateſt ſin; and wg 
know all other good, men are the ſame, therefore 
we need in nowiſe be afraid of their goodneſs, eſ- 
pecially as there are none contrary to us in ſpirit, 
who. can deſcribe aright either ſin or righteouſ- 
neſs. And all religion, without the true knowledge 
of theſe' two things, is no better than a wiſp, of 


ſtraw, or the herbage, or lea ves of a green bay 


tree, which 1 is e aud green in ſummer, but 
| 5 88 withers' 


over the fleſh; and chaſtens it, ſcburges, totments, 


* 
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_-ithers and fades in winter; ; but eickpt this 
evil tree be cut up by the root, ſo that te good- 
neſs and fat in its heart may be diſcovered to be 
corrupt and evil, a good tree can never be planted. 


But this I can ſay for myſelf, that 1 know the 
Spirit, or axe of John the Baptiſt, has not only 


cut partly through, but clean through the root 
of the old tree in me,, and levelled it With the 

ground; ſo that what thieſe good men before 

mentioned hold for life and righreouſnefs, 1 feet 


to be a * body of fin and death; that which is 
their happy enjoyment of God, and ſweer'fellow- 
ſhip and communion with Him, is now become 


my greateſt miſery and ſeparation” from God; 


that which is their liberty and freedom, is how 
my bondage and captivity ;' and that Which is 


their goſpel, pouring its blefſiigs upom therm, i 
become my law, pouring its curſes upon tne; and 
as they wiſh to be etetnally united to it, chat they 

may enjoy God, I wiſh to be eternally feparated 


from it, as far as the eaſt is from the welt, that 


I may live to God, and in God; and às All its 


kind embraces now work deattt in me, tfiat is a 


proof of being divorced from it, as an huſband; 


and as all its contents which uſed to comfort me, 


ſuch as its experience of afflictions, and hopes of 


deliverances, &c. now diſtreſs, plague, and grieve - 
me, that proves me to be 808 to thi law, atid 
the law unto td. Bot us ie ill tai the dm inen 


and 
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and bruiſes it, * to. deſtroy the life of ir it; 5 1 
ſee. that life, and. turn from it in ſpirit, fedfaftly 


purpaſing h lead a new life, bawing a lively faith in 


God's mercy, through Chrift ; that is a proof that I 
have got the © doctrine of repentance for the re- 


miſſion of ſins.” And if | feel, as I do at times, 


my heart a neſt of vipers, full of ſpiritual wicked- 


neſs, and ſelf-righteous. ungodlineſs againſt God; 


as well as all manner of corruptions - againſt the 
law; and yet, at the ſame time, can rejoice in 

ſpirit, becauſe a redemption and propitiation is 
found there, which covers this. world of original 
ſin, ſo that it is not imputed; and though it 
ſtorms and rages, yet is to me as if I had no 
ſin, by the triumph of the Spirit over it. This 


ſhews that I have ſeen the true Lamb of God 


that takes away the ſin of the world; and, as by 

entering into him, I find a righteouſneſs, that puts 
an end to all fin; a reſurrection, that is paſt the 
reach of all death; a happineſs, that is far beyond 
all miſery; a heaven, that ſuperſedes the earthly 
heaven, and turns. it into hell, and vanquithes it; 
a reſt, that overthrows all carnal reſts, and alſo 
labour, apd leaves them in the wilderneſs; a di- 
vinity, that ſwallows up all humanity, the world, 


and time itſelf; in eternity. This provds that 7 © 
have riſen in the true reſurrection, and am made 

to ſit in heavenly places, and have entered the 
Holy of Holies ; but no unhallowed fleſh and blood 


can enter here, nor know the way through the veil, 
b | . ICE PF. . | 
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or be able to sddreſs the Mercy-ſeat vithin, or un- 
derſtand the nature of that ſeat, ox the wings that 
cover it, becauſe the manner of addreſs is purely 

in the Spirit, the throne is perfe&tly compoſed of 
grace, and the wings ſhadow ing it are the love 
and eternal affection of the Father to the Son: 
and the ſame love that the Father hath to the Son, 
the Son hath to us; and as the Father dwells in 
the Son, the Son alſo dwells in the boſom of the 
Father, and both dwell in us by the Spirit, and 
ve dwell in them by faith, and faith werks by 
love; butthis love is an inconceivable myſtery, and 


uttetly unfelt and uoknown by the outer Court of 


Fleſh, Senſe, and Reaſon, becauſe itiswarand hatred. 


agzinſt theſe, and theſe are war and enmity 4!" 


it, fo that it is known only and felt in the Holy of 
| Halies but, as IL ſaid before, no fleſh: can. ſee, "= 
enter in there; no haughty ſcorner, who has | 
mounted the bigheſt room, without being i in the 


loweſt; under the ſpirit of judgment, by John 


the Baptiſt, can enter there, for © he that exalts 


himſelf ſhall be put lower in the preſence of- the 


Prince; no holy worker, who keeps himſelf . 
tee from fin, by a cloſe walk and fellowſhip with 
| God, as he thinks, can enter there, for “ publi- 8 
5 cans and harlots ſhall enter in before theſe;” no 
7 ſpiritual rich man, whoſe. fields of nature bring 75 

forth plentifully, ſo that he fares ſumptuouſly up⸗ 


on them every day, can enter there, for * it is 


' eaſier for a camel to go through the eye 8 


"I 
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needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 


of heaven; no learned ſcribe, who underſtands 
all myſteries, can deſcribe the way in there, much 


leſs enter; for * the wiſdom of man is fooliſhneſs - 
with God; where then is the Scribe?“ No lawyer 


that expounds the experience of Scripture in the 


letter, can enter there, “for theſe take away the 


key of ſpiritual knowledge, and not only enter not 
in themſelves, but hinder thoſe u ho do; no hired 
ſervant clothed in ſtrange apparel, having a gar- 
ment made of linen and woollen, or the new linen 
cloth of the goſpel, patched to the old woollen 
ſtuff of the law; or the righteouſneſs of the firſt, 


added to the righteouſneſs of the ſecond; can en- 


ter there, elſe the King 'would ſtrip him naked 
for his preſumption: in ſhort, © nothing chat de- 


fileth, that worketh abomination, or maketh a 


lye” againſt the real truth, can ever enter the 
royal palace, or Holy of Holies. And as we have 
all theſe things 'T have now mentioned in our 


fleſh, and both they and it are barred out, yet 


we do enter in the Spirit by faith; we can, there 
fore, © ſet to our ſeals that God is true, with- 
out any untruth in him, that'* God-is light, and 
in him is no darkneſs at all;*” that * God is a ſpi- 
rit, without all groſs matter of ſenſe, and with- 
out all corporal ſubſtahces of nature: that 
God is love,” but fo pure, flowing from the 
Father to the myſtical Son, that there is not the 


leaſt ſpot, or Ra; or mixture in it, of any affec- 


d tion 
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tion ariſing from the heart of man, or that can be 
felt or enjoyed by the animal nature: o perceiv- 
ed by the carnal eye of Reaſon; but it is à love 
paſt all knowledge of theſe, known only, and en- 
joyed in the Spirit; for which reaſon, we do; in 
the name of God, proteſt againſt, renounce, and 
abjure all the former love we had, and which is 
now abounding in the world, felt and under- 
| food by the fleſh, as the very life, ſpirit, and eſ- 
ſence of Popery ; the wine of her ſpiritual whore- 
dom, the. pleaſures of hell, and cup, and com—- 
munion of devils, ſqueezed and preſſed; from the 
ſeed of the ſerpent, and reliſhed and drank, by a 
generation of vipers. But this fierce doctrine 
will juſt go as well down with them, as! Chriſt's 
went down with the Phariſees at Jeruſalem, be- 
cauſe it was far above their comprehenſion ; they 
- faid he Was a deceiver, a perverter of the Serip- 
ture, and was mad; and becauſe he preached 
againſt, Moſes and the holy. temple, they called 
him an arrogant blaſphemer; and becauſe he-. 
made many diſſatis fied with the doctrine of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, they called him a mover 
of ſedition; and becauſe he ſharply reproved te 
hyprocriſy of all their profeſſions, they ctried, 
Crucify him, crucify him, it is not fit for ſuch a 
man to live. And I believe his words are true, 
reſpecting their children, in the preſent genera- 
tion, that, if they could kill us, or ſtop our 
maouths, or render us any miſchief, they would 
/ * | . GE think 


think it to be doing God high ſervice, and would 
as willingly eftabliſh their wretched cauſe by hu- 
man force'as ever the Papiſts did. However, 1 
ſend this Sermon, bound down into the midſt of 
their burning fiety furnace, for” to take its trial; 

and though I will not fay that all che words i in it 
are confiſtent with Scripture, yet, if they are” not, 
the Seripture itſelf tolerates a wrong word, and 
cenſures thoſe who attempt to make a man an of- 

fender for a word; yet 1 will fay, and ſtand to it 
to the laſt breath in my body, that the Spirit, 
and truth, which are the weightier matters of the 
Sermon, are 'confifteht with the oräcles of God; 
therefore, 1 ſhall only add, by way of cautibn to all | 
hoſtile foes, that they oughit to conſider Gamaliel's 
counſel; before they begin to reſiſt; = And now, 


J ſay unto you, refrain 'from tel öh, and let 


them alone, for if this counſel; or this work be of 
men, it will come to nought, but if it be of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it, leaſt haply' ye: 'be found 
even to fight againſt God; but if they. will 
fight they muſt bear the conſequence. God has 
brought us through a dark night of tribulation | 


and death, when our dead bodies lay dead in the 


ſtreets of the great city, as mentioned, Rev. xi. 8.; 
but fince that he has raiſed us up, by pouring the 
Spirit upon us from on high; has made the day 
to dawn, and has brought the ſun about the riſing, 
and has given us ſome glimpſes of the /atter days 
gory, which is to exceed in brightneſs all that has 
. been 


: ( xxviii ) | FE: 
been ſince the world began; and as he has brought 


us to its riſing, he will enable us to tarry, like the by 


diſciples at Jeruſalem, until we be endowed with 
greater power from on high, by a far greater mea- 
ſure of the comfort, light, and power of the Holy 
Ghoſt being poured out than has yet been, whick 
vwillaſſuredly bring on the deſtruction of themyſticall 
city, mentioned in Rev. xi. 13. and the damna- 
tion of all the hypoctites within it, when all 

the elect ſeed ſhall be brought to Zion's glory and 
brightneſs of his riſing, until they are all clothed 


with the ſun, and have the moon, or law under 


their feet. Then comerh the end, when he ſhall 


have put down all rule and authority of the prince 
of darkneſs, and made his myſtical body triumph 
over them upon the croſs with himſelf, and put 
an end to them, and with them the world, and 
time itſelf; and whilſt the world, death, and hell 
are caſt into the lake of fire, the overcomers en- 
ter life eternal, for ever freed from all plague, 


and croſs of fin, and death. Until then, I — h 
Your willing ſervant in the goſpel, 


5 0059 J. LOWES. 
| Granthan, Sept. 9th, 1800. | 
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Margen Chap. rv. Ver. 5, 65 BY : 16 
Bebold, 1 will ſend you. Elijah the prophet, before the 
-, c0ming. of the great and dreadful, day of the Lord, 
| fb Halley the beart of the fathers 40 the 
| hae, a. ws The. heart of the children, 4% Heir 
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HS; is the. laſt 8 that v was font © tg pro- 
pheſy during the Old Teſtament diſpenſa- | 
tion: and, a8 he was the laſt, he propheſied chief 
ly concerning the laſt things that ever were to be 
done upon the earth; and, as they were'tabe.thelaſt, 
ſo they were to be the greateſt, bya greater diſplay 
of God's power being put forth than ever was 
known before, even to, divide the earth into two 
Racks, and burn up all: the wicked with che one, 


N | and. 
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and bring out all the righteous and ſave hem 5 
with the other. For, bebold, the. day cometh that 
Hall burn as an oven; aud-all the proud, yea, aud 
all that do wickedly, ſhall be lubble z.and the day that 
cometh ſhall burn them up, ſaitb the Lord of (bots — 
that il ſhall leave them neither root nor branch. But 
unto you that fear my name. ali the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs ariſe with healing in bis wings; and ye ſhall 
go forth, i. e. from the wicked, and grow up, i. e. 
by you rſelves, as * of the Hall, and ye Shall 
tread down the wicked, trample upon them, and 
deſpiſe them, for they ſhall be aſhes under the ſoles 
of your feet, in the day that I. Sali do this, ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts (Mal. iv. 1, 2, 3. J; and this is the day 
mentioned in my text, which follows: 
© Bebald, 1 will ſend you Elijah the prophet, before 
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord, 
and he ſhall turn the beart of the falbers to the cbil- 
' dren, and the heart of the children to their fathers, 
left 1 come and ſmite the earth with a curſe. Ph 
Now, from this text, I ſhall ſhew you, _ 
- Firſt, What the great, and dreadful 995 of * 5 
Lord is. | 
Secondly, Who Elijah is, chat 1s to _ fea 
before it. 
"Thirdly, What his office is, wiz, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and 
the children to their fathers. | 
 Faurthly, The cauſe left God come. and ſmite | 
ibe earth with a curſe. 0 | 


Then 
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Then; nt, What is the great and dreadful ur 
of the Lord? A day ſignifies light, when the ſun 
ſhines; in oppoſition to darkneſs and night, when 
the ſun is gone down. A day of the Lord ſigni- 
ies his light ſhining, in oppoſition to the light of 
this world, which is darkneſs. When the Holy 

Ghoſt enlightens a ſoul, it is the day of the Lord 
to that ſoul, and it has two effects deſtruction 
and ſalvation. Thou ſurneſti man unto deſtruction: 
again tbou ſaycſt, Return, ye children of men, Pal. 
xc. 3. And here you may obſerve, that what - 
ever tends to deſtroy the fleſh is ſalvation to the 
ſpirit—that which kills and mortifies the fleſh is 
the life of the ſpirit that which mars and con- 
founds the way of the fleſh; is the way of the 
ſpirit—and that which diſcovers, the angelic 
forms of the devil in the fleſh, is the light of the 
ſpirit,, which ines. brighter and brighter until the 
perfect days; which will be the day of the Lord; 
for Paul ſays, Deliver ſuch an one unto Satan for 
the deſtruction of the fleſh; that the ſpirit may be 
ſaved in the day of the Lord, 1 Corinth. v. . 
Now, the ſame effects which this day has on 
the ſoul particularly, the ſame it will have in the 
church univerſally, namely, the ſal vation of 
God's ſpiritual work, wherever it is, and the 
deſtruction of all the enemies Ie ſet themſelves 
againſt it. 
During u the Old Teltamenr diſpenſation, when | 
ever God ſent a ſaviour to deliver his Iſrael from 
a NY the 


| 


—_ 


| 
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in John the Baptiſt,” who: was ſent ta prepare the 
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the oppreſſion and eruelty of any foreign nation, 
by whom they were often held in captivity, 
| 2 deliverance was called the day of. the Lord. 
As, for inſtance, when he ſent Moſes to bring 


them out of Egypt, Jeptha to deliver them from 
the Ammonites, Gideon from the Midianites, 


Barak and Deborah from the Canaanites, Sam- 
ſon ſrom the Philiſtines, and David from all the 
nations round about: theſe were days of the Lord; 
and that was one particularly, when Cyrus, 
0 whom he had raiſed up, anointed, and ſtrengtn- 


ened for to deſtroy Babylon, put forth a procla- 
mation for the Jews' deliverance, and return 


from their long, ſad, and weariſome captivity un- 


der the Babyloniſn yoke; and their deliverance 
was joined with their enemies“ deſtruction, as 


Jeremiah hath propheſied: Fur ibis is the day of 


_ the Lord God of hoſts, a day of vengeance,” that" be 
may avenge himſelf of his adverſaries; and-the fword 


ſhall devour, and ſhall be ſatiate, and made drunk 
wilh their blood; for the Lord Gu of buſts bath'a 
facrifice in the north country, bythe river Euphrates, 


Fer: xlvi. 10. Now all theſe days: of 'falvation 


which Ifrael had of old were typical of a great 
goſpel-day, which was to come after Chriſt caine, 
in thefleſh, and was predicted in various parts of 
the old prophets: and this text is one, I will ſend 
you Elijab the prophet, before the coming of the great 
and dreauſul day of the: Lord. This was fulfilled 


way 


Mm 5 & 
way of the Lond. And how did be do it? I an- 
ſwer, By turning the: world juſt upſide. dotun: by 
taking a Pbariſee, who was the brad, and placing 
him in the publican's room, who was the rail, 
and taking the publican, and putting him in the 
Phariſee's ſeat, as head. Ile balb put doton the 
mighty from their ſeats, and exalted: them of lew 
degree, Luke i. 52. And as John found both 
theſe perſons in one man, the Phariſce ſeeking his 
own honour and glory of man, he. furniſhed the 
publican with confeſſion of ſin, prayers, plead- 
ings, and petitions for mercy... As the firſt boaſt- 
ed, the ſecond confeſſed the firſt was a maun- 
tain that exalted itſelf in ſelf-conſequence, which 
made the other a va/ley,, abaſing himſelf for his 
pride; and theſe in one perſon were two crooked 
things, which all the power upon earth could ne- 
ver make ſtraight; but John was ſent to abaſe the 
mountain, exalt the valley, and make crooted things 
Araigbl. And how did he do it? I anſwer, By 
preaching; repeni ande to the publican: or, that hae 
| ſhould turn from, and leave the Phariſee altoge- 
ther; which turning is denying ſelf, and that makes 
a croſs: and John ſays, Take up this and follow 


the Lamb; ſo they did, and the Lamb confirmed 


his doctrine, ſay ing, i, any man will come after me, let 
bum deny himſelf, and tate up bis croſs and follow me 
(Matt. xvi.24.): and all the while he was with his 
U. lle fock on earth, he kept inſtructing them in the 
myſtery of his eręſi, and ſaid to them, Ze are tbey 
2 LI " who 
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bo hade continued with ne in my "temptations; 

T1: appoint unio you. a kingdom, as ny Father hath 
appointed unto me (Luke xxii. 28, 29.) and this 

kingdom was the gift of the; the Holy Gbeft, 

- which they were to receive after his reſurrection 
from the dead; but, until then, they were to en- 
dure the hardſhips of the croſs; and that which 

made their croſs and trouble, was the matter of 
Joy, triumph, and rejoicing of all the hypocrites 
at that time; for ſo the Saviour ſaid to his dif- 
ciples, Ie ball weep and lament, but the world 
Hall rejoice ; but your ſorrow ſhall be turned inio joy, 
(John xvi. 20.) and their joy into beavrneſs, and their 

| laughter into bowling, mourning, and woe, which 

i was fulfilled when he day of Peuteca was fully 

| come.  Then-they were all with one accord in one 
place and ſuddenly there came a ſound from heaven, 
as the ruſhing of a mighty wind, and it filled the place 

where - they were, and, being full, they began 1 
ſpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them ut- 
terance, (Acts ii. 1-4.) and they lived and walked 
in the fellouſpip, communion, and joy of tbe Holy 
Gb. At the ſame time, great fear and terror, 
death and deſtruction to all their religion, weep- 
ing, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, inſtead 
of joy, fell, upon the chief prieſts, ſcribes,” and 
all their enemies. Then this was the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord, as Peter ſaid, This is - 
that which was ſpoken of by Joel the prophet, Behold, 
the days come, faith the Lord, that I will pour out my 
— | Spirit 
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Spiri. 10 all . And your ſons and your daughters 
ſhall propheſy; and your young men ſhall ſee viſions ;\and 
your old men ſball dream dreams. And on my ſervants; 
and on mine bandmaidens I wilt: pour out in thoſe 
days of my Spirit, and they Hall propheſy. And 1 
will ſhew wonders in heaven above, and ſigns in the 
earth beneath—blood;' and fre, and vapour 9 ſmoke ; 
tbe Jun, or Jewiſh' falſe chriſt, /ha/l be turned into 
darkneſs, and ibe moon of their natural light and rea- 
ſon into blood, before that great and notable day of the 
Lord come, Acts ii. 16—20. : This prophecy was 
fulfilled before, in the diſciples' experience, when 
the borror of great darkneſs fell upon the Saviour at 
his death. Then the diſciples; leſs or more, were 
baptiſed into the ſame darkneſs, and then their 
ſun went down; and when their Saviour was 
ſealed up in the tomb, and no appearance of his 
riſing, though he had told them that he would rife. 
This turned the light of their reaſon into blood, 
which drove them to cry unto the Lord; and it 
came to paſs, that whoſoever called upon tbe name / 
be Lord was ſaved ; for the twelve tribes inflantly 
cried unto God, hoping to come unto the enjoy- 
ment of the promiſe made unto therr fathers. (Acts 
xxvi. 7.) which they did, when the day of Pente- 
coſt was fully come; then ſalvation fell to their 


lot, and deſtruction and damnation to the lot o ß 


their enemies. This wonderful day happened 
near the end of the Jewiſh diſpenſation, which 
was called their world; and if you read in many 


parts 


*1 
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parts of the New Teſtament, vou will find 
another great and dreadful way. predicted to hap- 
pen in the latter days, or towards the end of the 
goſpel- world, called Chriſt's ſecond coming. 
which is to be ſomething in the ſame way as he 
came firſt, and is ſaid to take place à little be- 
fore the expiration, or completion of Antichriſt's 
reign, which will be, according to the longeſt cal- 
culation, finiſhed and ended within fifty, ſixty, or ſe- 
venty years at the fartheſt, from this preſent time. 
And it appears to me, that both Popery and this 
preſent world will end and expire together: for I 
cannot find, in all the ſcriptures, one prediction 
of any time or circumſtance, that is to take place 
in this world, after the complete deſtruction of 
Popery, except the thouſand years reign, or mil- 
lennium, in the new earth, Rev. xx. 2. XXI. A. 
And it appears to me, that as the ſpitit of the 
"Jewiſh diſpenſation was deſtroyed by the com- 
ing of tbe Flaly Ciuſt and his brightneſs, about 
forty years before the city of Jeruſalem and 


country of Canaan were laid waſte by the Ro- 


mans; fo it appears, that be breath of the Lord's 
mouth, and brightneſs of his ſecond: coming (2 Theſſ. 
ii. 8.) will deſtroy the ſpirit of -Popery about 
the ſame ſpace of time, before the complete 
deſtruction of its body, which will then die 
daily until the end. Then, if this be true, be 
great and dreadful day of 1 the" Lord is very near; and 
chat it is very near and juſt at hand I do firmly | 
believe, 
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believe. Hit, From the ſigns and appearances 
of the preſent times. Secondly, From the deſcrip- 
tion given of it in Scripture. - Thirdly, From 
the wonderful. light which God has given me 
of late into theſe paſſages relating to it, from the 
various workings of my own experience. And, 
Fourtbly, from the awful ſtate I fee the whole 
body of profeſſors to be in, and the greateſt part 
of the true church to be in midnight darkneſs, ſo 
that I do verily believe this great day of Chriſt's 
ſecond coming to be juſt at hand; and, per- 
haps, before atwelvemonth be over, or even much 
leſs time, you may ſee ſome of the ſigns of it. But, 
that you may not take the words from my mouth - 
only, let us examine what the ſcriptural /jens 
are, which go before it; and of theſe you will 
find-many given by Chriſt himſelf when on earth; 
from which I ſhall: ſelect eight, which have al- 
ready appeared, and are infallible igns, or en ; 
that his ſecond coming is at hand. 
Hunt, After his diſciples had aſked him pri- 
vately, When ſhall theſe things be? and what ſhall 
be the ſign of thy coming, and of the end of the - 
world? He anſwered and ſaid nnto them, Take 
heed (hat nd man deceive you ; for many Hall come 
in my name, faying,' I am Chriſt, and Hall decerve 
many, Matt. xxiv. 3, 4, ß. This has already 
taken glace; but thoſe who cry loudeſt, 7 am 
Chriſt, and are the greateſt deceivers, are not the 
Pope, nor any in connection with him; neither 
"7 are 


| op of God. Mark that, ſireeth in the temple 
| of 


10 THE MIDNIGHT CRY : 


are they Arminians, Socinians, Arians, Unitari- 
ans, nor even common letter-preachers and hear- 
ers, of which this country ſwarms as thick at this 
time, as the land of Egypt did with locuſts,'when 
Moſes ſtretched out his rod, Exod, x. 13. But 


the greateſt deceivers are thoſe who 'profeſs and 


confeſs the real experience of Chriſt, and ſeem to 
poſſeſs his Spirit. Theſe are Antichriſt, which is 
now in the world, alſo manifeſted and revealed 


openly, that, if-it were poſſible, he would deceive 


the very elect (Matt. xxiv. 24.) finally, which 
he does deceive for a time; but Chriſt ſays, 7 
hade told you before, that, when this comes to pals, 


you may remember that I have told you of it, that 
it would come, and would be an infallible ſign of 


my ſecond coming ; and Paul confirms the ſame 
doctrine when writing to the Theſſalonians he 
ſays, Now, we beſeech you, brethren, by the com- 


ing of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by our gathering 


together unto bim, that ye be not ſoon ſhaken in your 
mind, or be traubled, neitber by Spirit, nor by word, 
nor by letter, as from us; as that the dy of Ghrifl is 
at band. Let no man deceive you by any means; for 
that day Hail "not come, except there come a falling 


away firſt, and that man of fin be revealed, which, I 
before ſ poke of, the ſon of perdition, typified by the 
Pope, who oppoſeth, and exalteth himſelf above all 
that is called God, or that is worſhipped; Jagghat be, 


as God, or the experience of God, /it/eth in the 
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of God, or in the hearts of God's people, there 


ſhewing himſelf that-be is God, whiſe coming at firſt 
was after the working of Satan with all power, and 


Ans, and lying wanders, and all deceivableneſs of un- 


Jighteouſueſs in them that periſh (2 Theſſ. ii. 1, 2; 
3. 4+ 9, 10.) and then found way into the hearts 


of them that are ſaved. And, becauſe of his 


meek and ſmooth appearance for deception, John, 
in the Revelations, calls him the ſecond beg/?, like 
a lamb—and I bebeld another beaft coming up oui of the' 
earth, or church; and be had two horns like. a lamb, 
but he ſpake like a dragon, Rev. xiii. 11. His 
ſpeech ſhews what ſpirit he is of; but his horng, 
like a lamb, ſhew that he not only has a hee p' 
ſkin, but, even in word, contends. for the power of 
godlineſs ; at the ſame time, it is by the power 
and /pirit of the dragon that he ſpeaks, and, by 
this imitation of the poter God, he doth great 
wonders ; and, by theſe wonders, be deceiveth thoſe 
that dwell on the earth,” by means ef. theſe miracles 
which he bas power. ta da, Rev. Xiii. 14. This is 
the moſt prominent /n going before the Lord's. 
appearance, mentioned in the Bible; and every 
one that has got the leaſt furnace work on his ſoul. 
muſt confeſs that it is come to Fals. e ia now in 
the world. 

The ſecond figh—Chrif faig, Ye Ball beat f 
Wars and rumours of wars : ſee that ye be not 1r0ube 
led, for all theſe things mufl come to paſs—for - 
lion ball riſe againſt natien, and kingdom againſt 
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kingdom, Matt. xxiv. 6, 7. If you underſtand 


mis in a literal ſenſe, ir is alfeady come to paſs 
in the French war. If you take it in a ſpiritual 
point of view, which 'ought to be done, it is come 


to paſs alſo; for the holy feed of God's remnant, of, 


which his kingdom conſiſts, is ſtirred up, and at 


war with the kingdom of Satan, and all his ſub- 
jects within it. But, you may ſay, has not this al- 
ways been the cafe? Tes, it has in a meaſure; 
but when was it that the holy /eed was ſo brought 

out from hypocrites, made to ſtand on their own 
feet, and ſer their faces in war againſt the whole 
proſeſſed church, as they are and do at this time > 
ſo that they may fay with Jeremiah, Wo is me, 
my mother, that thou has born me; a man of fri ife. 
and contention to the. whole earth, Jer. xv. 10. 
But as they frive and contend with the earth, the 
earth ſtrives and contends with them; and 7be 
beaſt that gſcendeth out of the bottomleſs pit Hall 
make war againſt them, and ſhall overcome them, and. 
kill them by the ſword of taw and reaſon, which 


ſwords only can have power to hurt a ſpiritual 


body; and their wounded, or. dead bodies, ſhall lie 
in the ftreet ¶ | the great city, which, ſpiritually, is 
called Sodom and i, where alſo our Lord was 
crucified—or myſtical Rome, or Jeruſalem, that, 
now. is, and is in bondage with her children. 


And they of the people, and kindreds, and. tongues, | 


and nations, ſhall ſee their dead bodies three days and 


an half, and foall. not ſuffer their dead bodies Jo be. | 


_ | Pur. 
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pul in graves (Rev. xi. 7—9. ), or covered up in 
fleep or reſt, becauſe of the torment they feel, 
which torment and pain, though they be dead, 
makes them fight all the time; for, at that time, 
Michael, tbeir great prince, ſhall fland up (Dan. xii. 
1.) to help them. Aud there was war in heaven, 
lor the church), Michael and bis angels fought 
againſt the devil and the dragon, and his (holy) 
angels foug hi agaiuſt ibem, but. prevailed not; nei- 
ther was their place any more in heaven; but they 
were caſt out into the earth, Rev. xii. 7—9. And 
any body with half a ſpiritual eye, or one dim, may 
ſee that all this is come to paſs; this holy war is 
begun and carrying on, under the banner of Mi- 
chael, who is caſting the devil and his angels 
headlong out of the church; which is preparing 
the way for tbe great and dreadful day of the Lord. 

The 7bird fign—Chrift ſaid, Ze ſhall be betray- 
ed both by parents and brethren; and kinsfolks, and 
friends, and ye ſhall be bated of all men for my 
name's ſake, Luke xxi. 16, 17. To betray us 
ſignifies, in one ſenſe, to deny having any con- 
nection with us, as Peter denied his Lord; it al- 
ſo means to ſell us into the hands of our. enemies, 
as Judas did his Maſter. Parents doing it ſigni- 
fy elders of the church, who are called fathers 
(r Tim. v. 1.) betraying their /ruff, proving an- 
faithful to their Maſter, waſting his goods, and 
_ felling his children for the love of firange children, 
and making us ſervanis and them ons. Brethren 

| betray 
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| betray us by fleeing: from us in the time of our ca- 


lamity, as the diſciplesfled and diſo w ned iheir Savi- 
our when he was carried away to ſuffer; ben all tbe 


diſciples forſook bim, and fed. At ii is written, I 


will /mile the Sbepberd. and tbe Jheep A be ſcai. 


tered, Matt. xxvi, 66. Zech. xiii. J. In like 

manner, ſays the Saviour, 'tbey ſhall deliver you up. 

 . to be affiifted, as they did me, and ſball kill you by 
their law, and ye ſbull be bated of all men for my 
name's ſake, Matt. xxiv. 9. And this is fulfil- 

led ; for I do not know if there be more than 

tuventy perſons now in the world, but what do in 
heart hate me ſor bis pame's ſake, and for telling 

them the ira/b; as it is written, Tben ſball many le 

| effended,: (Matt. xxiv. 10.) 5, c. at the word, as 
they: were when Chriſt 

ſufferings—all ye. ſhall be. offended becanſe of me this 


Chriſt ſpoke it concerning his 


ziebt,, Matt. xxvi. 31. This preaching of the 
ere is the offences and bu iniguily, ar ſpiritual 


wickedneſs, abounds againſt it to blind the eyes 


and deceive the heart, {be ove many ſball wax 
cold, Matt, xiv. 12. Now, all this has come to paſs 
—fatbershave.betrayed us, and fold us for arch hy- 


| pocrites; bretbren and friends have fled from us and 
joined the enemy, though, Ibelieve, ſome of them, _ 
contrary to their own conſcience, their raillery; 


ſcorn, andeontempt, has delivered us over tobe af- 


fied; and their calling the truth errors, and 
perverſion of ſcripture, ſhews that they are en.. 
ed at it, and their love ſo far i is waxed cgld to the 


real 
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feal croſt of Criſ, that they hate it, and flee 
from it, as if it was the Devil. All this es f 
that the "dreadful day of the Lord is at hand.” 
The fourth fign—Chriſt ſaid, ber ye therefor 7 
Pall. ſee the abominatian of deſolation, ſpoken of by Da- 
viel the prophet; fand in the holy place ;"whoſo'readeth 
let bim undenſlond ( Matt. xxiv.” 15!) that my 
coming is near. The abominatibn "of de/olation, 
ſpoken of by Daniel, is deſcribed by him to be an 
eminent idol, or falſe rhrif, decked and furniſhed 
out with all the gold, filver, and rich, ſplendid ap- 
pearance of the true Chriſt; ſet up by the Devil 
in the ſpirit of the fleſh, and there works deſola- 
tion to the Spirit of God, which makes it appear 
an abomination in his ſight. Then, if I fee k 
falſe goſpel ſet up in my fleſh; confiſting of Tight, 
life; liberty, and joy; and theſe working deſolation 
to the ſpirit, by becoming a plague to it, and, i 
the fight. of God, appear abominable, by its 
leading away the heart from him, then T % e 7h? 
abomination of defolation /et up in myſelf; and if 1 
ſee others rejoicing and triumphing in thoſe very 
things which I feel abominable, that is a proof 
that thoſe things are ſet up as God in their hearts 3 
and if I ſee ſome of God's people holding and wor- 
ſhipping them, I /ee be abomination of deſolation 
Aanding in the boly place, and where it ought-not ; fot 
God ought to ſtand there, they being his Temple; 
hence called, the boly plate, fulfilling what Daniel 
ſays, and be 0 Antichriſt) all plant the ſabernarles 


. 
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E bis * in the glorious, boly mountain, between 
the. ſeas; (Dan. xi. 45.); which holy mountain was 
the holy land in the type, but the ſpiritual tem- 

ple, or hearts of God's people, in the reality; 

ſor God does not conſecrate one place, or piece 


of ground, literally, to be holy; more than another; 


but the- Spirit of Chriſt conſecrates the heart to 
be holy, and the ſpirit. of Antichriſt defiles it, 
and makes it unholy; and when we ſee him ſet 
up by ſome of God's own children for the Spirit 
of Chriſt, it is a plain proof that the tabernacles 
of his palaces are planted in the glorious; holy moun- 
lain, and that the, abomination of deſolation is ftand- 
ing in the boly place. And it is a wonderful and 
ftrange thing to think, and yet true, that the 
greateſt part ↄf thoſe, who. have left us, and gone 
over to the contrary ſide, have jumped,. all at 
once, into the full liberty of the go/pel, free from all 
bondage, 1 into a full aſſurance of fai/b, at a point 
and certainty that they are right and we are 
wrong, without either teſtimony from God, .or 
trial from man, into a full oy of the Holy Ghoſ, | 
as they think, caſting out all their ſorrows. But 
it is nothing but a mad frenzy and delufion of the 
Devil, as ſure as there is a God in heaven; for 
John writes concerning them—and they hat 
dwell upon the earth ball rejoice. over them and 
make merry, and ſend gifts one to another (Rev. xi. 
10.) ſaying, 1 fit as a queen, or the bride, the 
Lamb's. wife, at his right hand, 4herefore,' ſhall 

fee 
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ſee no ſorrow, nor widetobood, nor / 7 of children any 
more (Rev. xviti. J.); but ſhe is ſadiy miſtaken, 
for in one hour her judgments ſhall come (Rev. xviii. 
10:}, and the ſhall lofe all that ſhe now poffeſſes; 
for w3 be unto them that are with child, or fruitful 
in children; as Hagar was, and them that give ſuck 
in thi/e days (Matt. xxiv. 19.): or whoſe breaſts 
are filled with the milk of conſolation, ſpringing” 
from the effects of union with this idol. And as 
we ſee this abomination of deſolation ſet up, 
and worſhipped now by all the wortd, the ſame. 
as the great goddeſs Diana of the Epheſians, let him 
that /eeth it, and readeth” it, and underſtande h 
it, know that the great” and dreadful pes of The 
Lord is at hand.” 
The 5 fin Other" ſaid; Inimediately e | 
the tribulation of thoſe days ſhall the ſun be darken- 
ed, and the moon Hall not give Her light, eand'the 
Nars fhall fall from heaven, Marr, xxiv. 29. This 
has been already fulfilled, fo far as it relates tò us. 
The ſun here means the falſe goſpel· light and wiſ= 
dom which is now in the wotld,' which, in our 
view, is diſcovered to be nothing but the /ight of 
the /aw, and that I feel daily to be Hactneſs and 
darkneſs, and the plague of it ſmites the heart, 
which is the won, and turns its rraſon into con- 
Fufion, its holineſs into „n, or blood, and then the 
ſoul /its in darkneſs, waits on God for light, and | 
will be ſatisfied with no "ny light bur thar 
9: Which 
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which comes from him, which makes Ihe Hart 
withdraw their ſhining, and fall from beaven; or, in 
| other words, all the bright lights, of men's wiſ- 
dom to go out; then we are in ſenſible darkneſs 
and midnight : but that which makes our darkneſs 
is their {igbt,, and that which makes our miduight 
is their midday. But when the: day of the Lord 
comes, it will turn our midnight into midday, and 
their. midday into midnight.. This is clearly pointed 
out in the deſcription of the Foo/i/þ and wile vir- 
gius they thought themſelves. in the day, as ap- 
pears by lay ing their lamps aſide, and out of uſe, 
for they were neither ſrimmed nor burning ; but 
when the midzight cry aroſe from another quar- 
ter, Bebold, the bridegroom - cometh, then they. 
awoke out of their lethargy, aroſe, and trimmed 
. their lamps (Matt. xxv. 6, 7. ), and, by the oi in. 
them, ſound themſelves in -idnight ; and this 
5 midnight cry ſays, Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, 
feund an alarm in my holy mountain; let all the in 
babitanis of the land tremble: for the day of the. 
Lord cometh, and it is nig b at bands a day of darł—- 
neſs aud o gloomineſs, a day of clouds, and of thick - 
darkneſs, as the morning, ſpread upon ibe mountains, | 
Joel ii. t, 2. The morning ſpread upon the moun- 
tains is /ight, but as it is here called darkneſs, it 
is to ſnew that their light is darkzeſs, and will be 
turned into darkne/s;. as Ezekiel ſays, For the day 


775 the Lord is near, even the Ar 22 the. Lord is near, 
a cloudy 
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4 Anil 1 it hall be the time 7 the heathen; 
Ezek. xxx iii. But as they know nothing of this 
cloudy day, or this darkneſs" now, ſo they know 
not what is meant by the bright day approaching; 
for they are looking, firſt,” for an-outward perſe- 
cution from the Papiſts, as if the night was to 
conſiſt of that; and then what they call an uni 

verſal ſpread of the goſpel is to expoſe and de- 
ſtroy the blind ſuperſtitions of literal Popery; this 
is to bring the day of the Lord; but the prophet 
Amos reproves theſe carnal and groſs notions con- 
cerning it, ſaying, Woe unto you: that deſire the day 
of "the Lord: ſo what end is it for you 8: the day of | 
| the Lord is darkneſs, and not light, i. e. to you, As 
if a nan did foe from a lion, and a bear mel him; or 
went. into the bouſe, and leaned bis band on the wall, 
and a ſerpent. bit bim. Sball not the day of the Lord 
be darkneſs, and not light, even very dark; and no 
. brightneſs in it? I hate, I deſpiſe your feaſt days, | 
and [will not fmell in your ſolemn aſſemblies. For y0u 
hate him that rebutetb in- the gate, and they. abbor. 
him that ſpeaketh-uprig blly. Foraſmuch therefore 
as your treading is upon the poor, and ye tale from 
him burdens of wheat ; je have built. houſes of bewn 
fone, but ye ſhall nat dwell in them; ye have planted 
pleaſant vineyards, but- ye ſhall not drink wine tbereafc 
for I know your manifold tranſgreſſions, and your niighty ' 
ſins: they afflif the juſt, they late à brile, and they” 
4urn aſide the Poor in the gate from their right : therg- 
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fore ſhall FR prudent keep filente in that time, for it is 


au evil lime, Amos v. 19—13. But to thoſe few 
' who are come into this evil time, and know it to be 


night, Amos ſpeaks, Seek him that maketh the ſeven 
Jars and Orion, and turneth the ſhadow of death inio 
tbe morning (Amos V. 8.); and, when the morning 


comes, 10 you that i fear my nume [ball the Sun of 


Righteouſne/s ariſe with healing in bis wings, Mal. 
iv. 2. This glorious morning I believe to be 
very near, even ſo near, that, for theſe two weeks 
paſt, ſome of the „ars of its iwilight have been 
darting and ſhining into my ſoul, like ſo many ſuns, 


diſcovering ſuch myſteries. of ſpiritual wicked- 


neſs as cannot be exceeded- on earth, and ſuch 
maſter· pieces of Satanic arts as can ſcarce be ex- 
ceeded in hell, fo that I never, in all my life, ſaw 
myſelf ſuch a monſter of wickedneſs, and ſo abo- 


minable beſore God. But the effects of it has been 
not to drive me to deſpair, but quite contrary.; it 


has wrought the fulleſt aſſurance that it could be 
in no other but the light of the Spirit that Law my- 
ſelf in ſuch a manner, which led me to loath, hate, 


and abhor myſelf for my abominations before God; 


and I believe this knowledge and conviction of 


in is the firſt work of the Spirit, the dawning 


of the day, and ſign of its approach, the firſt 


work of the Spirit; for, ſaith Chriſt, when he 
comes he jſhall:cinvince the world of fin (John xvi. 


* in . to the law, which is unbelief, 
; = becauſe 
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. they believe not in me. „The, knowledge 
and conſeſſion of ſig are the ſure meſſengers and 
harbingers of complete-ſalvation from fin; they 
are the aw ning of the day, becauſe the Spirit, | 
that .canvinces. of ſin, is tbe. An Af ide Jen of 
mans and then ſpall appear the ſign of the Son of man in 
heaven; and when iþe/e things begin t to came 10 paſa, 
then look up, and lift. pur heads, far your redemp- 
| tion draweth nigh. (Luke xxi. 28, ), and the great 
and dreadful day of the, Lord js at hand. 2 
The ib ſign - Chriſt faid, But as the Joys of 
Mab were, ſo ſhall alſo the. coming of the Sou of man 
be, Matt. xxiv. 37, When God intended to 
drown the old world by, a fand, he warned Noah 
of ir before hand, and him only, by ſhewing him 
that the earth, or earthly church, then was total- 
ly corrupt, and that all fleſh i in it had corrupted 
their way, And. God [aid un Noob, The end of all 
felb is come before. me ; for the earth is filled with 
violence through them © and behold I will deſiray 
tbem with the earth. Make thee an ark of gopber 
Wood, Gen. vi. 13. 14. And Noah believed all 
this that God had ſaid. By faith Noah . being 
warned of Ged of 1 bings not ſeen as yet, moved with 
fear, ere an ark to. the ſaving of bis hauſe, 
Heb. xi. 7. | And this ſpiritual ark was and is 
prepared, gh trying what will endure and keep 
out the water, for which purpoſe the ſoul is 
brought into the trial, or into the unter of afflic- 
tion 


ww 
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tion, Which is the law, and is called John's bap- 
tilm, which waſhes the fleſh, ſo as to diſcover 
the filthineſs and wickedneſs that is in it, or ſtirs 
up ſin, preparing the way for the remiſſion of 
fin; and all the time this way is preparing, the 
long-ſuffering of God is ſeen to endure, as Noah 
ſaw it. When once the long-/u Hering of God waited 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was preparing, 
wherein few, that is, eight fouls were /aved by water 
—tbe like figure whereunto baptifm, that i is, that of 
John, now /aveth us, not the putting away the filth of 
the feſh; for this baptiſm does not do that, but 
makes i it known, and then faith turns from it in 
Tpirit, and lays hold of and receives the Lord, 
which ſatisfies conſcience ahd'fulfils'the law, and 
is therefore called the after of a gb conſeiente - 
toward God, by the reſurreBim of Jeſur Chrift in | 
ſpirir by faith 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21.), which is the 
ark riſing above the waters of the flood; and Noah 
having thus prepared an ark by faith, and become 
heir of the righteouſneſs of faith, he became alſo a 
preacher of that rigbtronſne/s (2 Pet. it, 5.5 by 
which preaching he firſt condemned his own fleſh, _ 
and then the whole ungodly church, or world. 
and as it was in the days of Mab, fo ſhall it be at 
the coming of the Son of nau. And I cannot now 
ſee, or hear tell of any preaching, or hearing of 
this vigbleouſneſs in the ſpirit, or any condemning | 
of the Spirit of the world in all this country, ex 


cept 


4 * 
* 5 ” 
. * * 
1 & 1 j 
©» A SERM N. 2” 
; L ., 4 
2 — . "=" , - 


cept by a. ſmall few-about Grantham: And if we 
be right in ſpirit hy preaching ſuch righteouf- 
neſs, and condemning the whole world, the whole 
world that oppoſe us are wrong alike, for they 
are all in one ſpirit; but if we be wrong in ſpirir, 

then they are all right. But however it may be, 
there are only two ſpirits; and they have got one, 
and we have got the other, and as ours condemus 
theirs, as Noah's did, ſo theirs condemn, mack; and 
/ceff at ours, calling it proud, arrogant, preſump- 
tuous, condemning: every thing but itfelf,; as the 
Antideluvians did Noah's. © And Peter tells you 
this is to be the caſe—-This ſecond epifile; beloved; I 
noto write unto you, in. beth which I ir up your" 
pure minds, by way of remembrance, that ye may be 
mindful of the words ꝛchich were ſpoken before by the - 
holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the ap 

tles of the Lord and Saviour: knowing this fin ibat 
there all come in the laſt days ſeoffers, walking af" 
ter ibeir own lufls, and ſaying, Where is the promiſe 
of his coming? or where is the appearance- of 
theſe things being fulfilled that you talk about? 
for ſince-the falbers fell aſleep; all things. conti- 
nue as they were, from the beginning of the creation, 
2, Pet. iii. 1-4. The fathers then were the firſt 
founders of the Jewiſh: diſpenſation, Abraham, 
Iſaac, Jacob, and the twelve patriarchs; the fa- 
thers now reckoned were the eminent reformers, 
ſuch as Lanker and Melancton, w ho turned: the 
world 


* 
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n e down, and brought | about the re. 

formation: from Popery ; but fince theſe fathers 
felb afleep, our ſcoffers ſay; that all things re- 

main as they were then eftablifthed; for this they 

willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God 
the'beavens were of ol (or Noah's ark); and the: 

carth (er church; in that ark) Handling out of be 
waler by faith, and in the water by affliction, 
brought a flood of waters on the corrupt eharch, 
whereby the world that: tben was, being overflowed 
with waters, prriſbed (2'Per: iii. 5, 6:) ;- firſt; by 
the ſentence of Noah's faith; and then by the ful 
filment'of God's judgment. Bur this our /coffers' 
are wilfully ignorant: , leſt. it ſhould be the ſame 
now as it in reality is; and Peter confirms it, 
but the heavens and earth (or church), which are 
now: by the: ſame word (of faith), are kept in fore 
 reſerved\untd fire, or to make fire, or to be the 
ne of judgment ard perdition f ungodiy men, 
2 Pet. iii. 7. And if there be only two men in 


theſe heavens, who have got the true faith W 


them, by it they can hold faſt alt the ungodly 
world to fire, and to the dreadſul day of judgment 
coming on; but how can they do it? Firſt, by 
judging and condemning all the ungodlineſs that 
is in themſelves, and enduring, God's anger, as 
his chaſtening rod upon it, which is called werk 
ing his judgment: - Seek ye be Lord all ye meek of 
the. earth, which have * bis Judgment ; feel 

righteouſneſs 


5 Ane t 

5  ighueoufitfe, wk meet t ay be 5. Jul. Bp 
bid in Ibe day f tht Lord's "anger, Beph. fi. 3 

That which makes the foub merk i tfie ſpirit of 

judgment on ide one" Ade, biesking ene heart 


With ſorrow For fin : and on the other; a good” 4 


hope, through 865 "aft receiving pardon for it: 
theſe two working together make the ſoul theek Þ 

and fuch a r Gos Judgtent, by laying 

the true udginen io ibe line of every branen of his | 
experience; and then the bait of anger, coming 
down cher pi auch al th# refuges of ttzs contained" 
in the fleſh, which; being difeover&d; Taith turns 

from them hvithaifoud; and ſeeks God" im Tpi 
and in trutkrx feclts aſter Hs meckneſ9aiidhis rights” 
teouſneſe; and Wen they are foulid, Faith Notds* = 
hem faſt, at the Tame Wwe Boten eff the nem 

with'all rhe ungodtineſs in li, whether farr"or- | 
in others} for Jodgmene and the" paler of b. 
then haſtens the judgment on, hier is called” 

hooking por, und bfg uno be tonting of the d 

of God (5"Per: fie 12.) And the fpfrit of fatth Be-. 
ing wounde# with öur own and" their Viiged<* 
| Hb, ſlarpens it 6a fro! #6 Hrcute hb Sb 
gearite written hen this dy of judgment dee 
come. My word ball ic Batbed*bi benden Bb 
it" all come d upon" Vile; "the" people f 4 
carſe, to Judgment "The r, of tbe Lud is" filled 
ith Blbed"(or fin); i In made" fat wit fang (ot 
ungodly proſeſſion), and with the blook of lambi an 


$0079, © rh the Jat of the TINY of rams (or hypo- 
3 eriſy. 
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criſy: of kypocrites): for lie Lord bath. 4 a-. 
erifice in Borfeb lor city of Efau),, ard great: 
Javgbter ix ſbæ land of Idunra. And abr unicarny 
lar ſtrong men}, ball come down dvi b them, and the 
-tullacks. with tb bl (or great opprefiars), and 
their land Hall he ſaaled will $ogd (or guilt), 
and dein delt (or earthly mind), made fat 2pi1h the 
faine/s. (of God's tecompence). For it in the day of 
Sed f vengeance, ond the year of recompence fav 10 
ſettle and decide the, preſent. gantraverſy of Zion. 
Ila. xxxiv. 5—8,, This ſword of judgment, which 
is now drawing out of its ſeabbard and ſharpen- 
ing, will never be put up and ſheathed again, un- 
til it brings doun the ſeven: Jaſt vials of God's 
wratlh upon {he beaſt, and decides the laſt great 
 baille of the Lord, God Almighty, in the plate of 
 Armagiddan (Rev, xvi. 164), and ſlays the fleſn of 
all the ſpiritual lords and mighty, men now on che 
| earth. I had ſuch a view of this great ſlaughter 
laſt night, the certainty. of its. coming, and the 
ſhort diſtance. of time before it does come, that 
my fleſh trembled with fear and dread, and ſtood 
in awe þefore.God, at his judgments, wiſhing that 
they might not came: at the ſame time, Pray». 
ing in ſpirit. that they: might; come: and come 
they will, and that ſpeedily, as ſure as vengeance 
belongs. 10 God ; for ber ſins, that is, of myſtical 
Babylon, or the corrupt chureh, have reached. 
unto heaven, and God bath remembered ber iniguiſy 
reward ber, even as he rewarded you by her 


Plagues 


ne. © ' 97 
plagues, avs die nts” ben table carding to 
ber works; in d cp of afl Ho hich [be bit 
Filled to' you; Mid ber duet "He" tuck" fhc 
bath glorified” ber/alf; and lived deſitiviſiy, ſo much 
burmeil and fortow' give ber: far b faith in ber 
beat, Li ar a guten and am to widow, and ſhall 
fee no" foro. Therefore pull her plagues cume in 
one day, namely, Ini this great and dreadful day of 
ttke Lord approaching, which will bring upon 
her death; aud mb g; and fanme;" aid ſbe Mull 
be utterly b 414 fire: for firung I the Lord 
God who judgeth her. Aud 1h2 k, "ot ſel fill 
ed, and preſumptudus preachers of the euribi who 
have committed fornication with her, und Mved deli. 
ciouſly with ber, hall bewail ber und lament Hr 
ber, when they bull fee the” ſmote of. ber burtiing, 
AHanding afar off; for the fear of ber tormento, Jaying, 
Alas, alas! that treat” eil) Babylon; that mighty 
erty! for is one Bour is" thy Jrdgment come, Rev. 
xvii. $10, And as fore as this abominable 
beaſt of Anlichrift is tow revealed, and made ma- 
nifeſt in the viſion of faith, and overcome by 
faith, and teſtified againſt and condemned; ſo 
ſure is the dreatiful diy at hand for God ro fulfil 
his word. And I. faw, as it were, & ſea of glaſs, or 
water of life iffuing from the throne; mingled with 
fire of judgment, aud ibm that bud gotten the vic< 
tery over the beaft, and over bis inupe, which is a 


whore's rene ene with modeſty, and over ED 
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bis 8 which is myſtery Babylon the great, or 4 
ſtrong preſumprion; and aver. the number of his | 
nume, which is the number of a wan, and as far 


ritual wickeddcls, fond on 4 ſes e glaſs by faith, 
having abe harps of God, which is. the melody of 


| Thie is already done; and 


as the devil can lead him in the arithmetic of ſpi- 


the Spirit: and dbhry Hing he Jong of Moſes the fer- 


dan of Cod. becauſe like him they have been 


faithful; and ibe ſong ,of dbe Lamb, becauſe by 
him they have -conquered,... /axing,;, Great and 


_ marvellous. are tby works, \Lard\.God Almighty; 
Juf on. true are thy, ways, thou. King e ſaints : 
all nations hall come and avarſhip before 


bee 
for thy judęments are made manifeſt; Rev. xv. 2—4. 
John ſays, directly, 
after, And after that I looked," and bebold, the. 


temple, or myſtical body of the Church, con- 


taining the /rue tabernacle which the Lord, had 
pitched, in the heart of which is abe teſtinom of 
Jeſus, or ſpirit of prophecy ; and this, ſays. John, 
was opened in beaven, or the Church: and the 
Jevenangels,or witneſſes, came out of the temple, bav- N 
ing the ſeven laſt, plagues, clothed in pure und white 
liner of righteouſneſs, aud baving tbeir breaſis, or 
affections, girded with golden girdles of truth. And 
one of the four beaſts. before the throne gave unto the 


ſeven angels ſcven golden vials, or veſſels of faith, 


before fitted, and prepared in the furnace, and 


them be filled full of the wrath of God, who livetb 
| for ever and ever. And the jemple, or c hurch, 
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ae filled! with, /anoke. from the * of God, ad 


from bis peer Which is light, power, and glory 
te thoſe in the temple; but dackneſs, weakneſs, 
ſmoke, and confuſion ro thoſe on the outſide 


aud uo men ate allt; Is enen into the limpie, or 


meaning, of its power and glory, ill the. ſeven 
plagues of ibè ſeuen angel wert:fulfilled:(Rev. xv. 
8. ); and this willi be when be great and dread- 
ful day of the Lord is fully come 

The ſuonib ſigu Chriſt i ſaid, Likewi/e' an it 


was in the days e Lot, they did eat, they drank, 


they married; and guve in marriage, Luke xvii. 28. 
This is fulfilling now, they are em ing the body 
of Chriſt by a falſe faith, which is eating it una 
worthily: vi diſcerning his ſpiritual 4idy, betauſe 


they cannot diſtcern their own natural body; 2 5 


which is \fin; and if they cannot diſcern» their 


own. fin, they cannot come to him as fingers; - 
and thereſbre, preſume to take the -goſpel, 
without a true warrant, and ſo ca damna- 


tion, or judgment, 10 their own. fouls; and they 
drink the wine of ſpiritual fornication, or falſe 


joy and affections; becauſe they cannot diſcern be- 
tween the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, and that of tbe 


fleſh, ſtirred up by the devil, to imitate the other: 
and they are marrying fifties and hundreds to the 


| heavenly Bridegroom, without ever having them 
divorced from the: earthly one, by the killing 
diſpenſation of the law, and this unlawfully . 


keeping two. 3 makes them all ſpiritual 


adulterers 


our Sodom, and much more with the filthineſt 
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adullarers and adbiretaſſer; and whilſt this is the 
caſe their preaching and converſation. favours. - 
nothing! but of the filthy dregs of myſtieat 32 
bylon's cup even though their eonvorſat ion, to 
appearance, be as holy as an anget's from heads? 
ven, and their ſpere li as ſound as Paul's, yet the 
myſtical harlot is at the bottom of all; and as juſt 


Lat was wexes, and His righteous ſoul grieved 


with be filthy convention of thuſe in Sodom (2 Pet 
ti. 5.) : ſo Lean ſay ſot one, that my ſoul has 
been vexed and grieved with the. filthy converfa- 
tion, even literally, of. ſome of the head men o 


contained in their ſpiritual converſation; but as 
ther Lord knew how to delirer juſt Lot from the 


temptations he war in, fo he hus known how to 


deliver me completely with @ frong band from the 
temptation, ſtumbling, and ſnare which 1 was in, 


and has brought me as completely out of Sodom, 
as ever he did Lot, and has brought me 


to as 
certain a point, that they are all in ſpiritual | 
aululſery, together rejoicing in a falſe chtiſt, as 1 

am certain that the true Chriſt is now in my 


heart, and that I am as ſute of, at this moment, 


as I am ſure of ſtanding in this pulpit, And he 
who has brought me out of Sodom will bring all 
the reſt of his family out in his own. good time; 
and thoſe who are now coming, but at the ſame 
time halting between two opinions, let them remember 
Loi's wife, Do not mind what I ſay, but remem- 
ber 


Ae n 5 
ber arhat the Saviou? ſays,! and he ſays, Remember 
1o's wife Luke xvii, 32. J. who, for looking 
behind; with one glance of her earnab reaſon; was 
turned into a pillar of ſalls, ot monument of vin- 


dictive wrath and vengeance . Therefore h4wh0 


is upon the houſe top, and gots @ little vie of So- 
dom by faith, let bim not come down: from his 


viſion, 70. tate any the ſtuff of reuſon dur Df this 
houſe; and he:that it in the. field, running for his 
life, Jet, him aut return dur kr ir whoſoever fhill 


ſeek to ſave his life; ſpall loſe it: aud whoſarver ſoaly 
leſe bis. lifes. ball preſerue it, Luke xvii. 3133, 


And as: ſoon: as Lot eſcaped out of Sodom, God 
rained fire and brimflone from beaven, and deſtroyed 


ibem alli even /o.ſhall. it be is the day when the Son 
of man is, revealed (Luke xvid 29, 30. ): and this 


fire from benven is already kindied by the word di 


God ; andy with reſpect to us ĩt has burnt up our 
natural heauems of. joy and: delight in che fleſh; 
ande when once it catches hold of the palaces 
of Antichriſt, it will ſpeedily; fulfil: Prtet pre- 
diction,. wherein the leadenn of his happineſs, 


peace and reſt, being an fire, uallle diffolved, even 


all the natural heavens, under the whole ſpiritual 


heavens; and gheir:e/emeuts, or proviſions f wiſe. 
dom,, ſtrength: and worſhip; doctrines and com. 


mand ments of men, after the rudiments of this 
world, Hall melt vil ferueni heat fromthe Holy 


Ghoſt. ; Seeing, then that: ſheſe things (ſhall ü d⁰νꝗ,ẽ 
Javed, what manner ff peyſons.ougbt ve 4 b in al! 


holy 
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holy. conver/ation in the Holy Ghoſt,” and true gad. 
ingſis lnoting for and baſting io the: coming of this day 
. of Cod, which is at hand; and ag ye know this be 
fare, beware left ye alſo, being led-itway with the er- 
ter ef the wicked,' fall from * 0201. act 
2 Pet iii. 10; 1, 12. 177. 
Kitt The eighib ſign Chriſt: Aid, Therdfore 3 ; 
alſo ready Vor in ſuch an baur as "JE." think 0. | 
be dan ef man tometh: bebold. I cone as:a thief 
(Matt. xxiv. 44. Rev. xvi. 15.), that is, ſuddenly 
and unexpectedly; on which account, he ſays, 
Match, iberefore, for. ye know 'not-what bour your 
| Lord doth comes (but know- this, that if be good- 
wan of the bouſe had known in wvbat wateb the thief 
rand come be would bave watched, and would not 
have ſuffered bis, houſe: 10-be-broken-up; Matt. xxiv. 
' 43446 you do not watch and pray, his coming 
is ſure to be the ſame to yau” as it was to the 
Sctibes and Phariſees. when he came firſt, and 
hat Was as n /bigf: Elias was promiſed to be 
ſent to them firſt, to reſtore all things; and they 
| were looking for him to be ſome great man of 
high eſtate, that ſhould come and give them 


honour ;, bur, inſtead of that, he was John the 


Baptiſt, out of an obſcure corner of the land, of 
mean birth and education, and inſtead af doing 
them honour, he. cut down, and plundered from 
them all the religion they had; ſo came on them 
as a thief and a robber: and the diſciples ſaid unto 
their Lord, hy ſay the Scribes that Elias muſt _ 

firft 


— 
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Ir come? and be anſiwered, Elias muſt 2 come, 


and reſtore all things: but I ſay unto you, Elias is 
come already, and they knew him not, and they have 


done to him as they lifled ; even fa ſhall the Son of man 
ufer of this evil generation (Matt. xvii. 10, 11. ); 
for they expect that I am come to ſanction their 
preſumption, and reign over it, and them in it, 


as king; but I come not to ſend ſuch peace on earth, 


but rather fire and a ſwor1; and theſe burned and cut 


their conſciences, until they were plundered of all 


the peace and reſt they had: ſo he came on them asa 
thief, and as he came. this way at firſt, ſo, Paul 
ſays, he ſhall come the ſame way again. When 
writing to the Theſſalonians, he ſpeaks, But of the 


times and the ſeaſons, bretbren, ye have no need 
that I write unto yau: for yourſelves know. perfettly, 


| that the day of the Lord fo cometh as a_thief-in the 
ight. For when they ſhall ſay, Peace and ſafety, 
then ſudden deſtruction cometh upon them, as travail 


upon a woman with child and they ſhall not eſcape. 


But ye, brethren, who know your darkneſs, are not 


in "darkneſs, that'that day fpould overtake you as @ 


thief, 1 Theſſ. v. 14. But all thoſe who are in 


darkneſs, or ſtanding in their own light, it is 


overtaking them as a thief already; for they know 


it not, and. becauſe it is turning their light and. 


wiſdom into darkneſs, they are calling it a ſpirit 
of confuſion; and. becauſe it defpiſes, and ttam- 


ples upon their holineſs/and goodneſs, it js called 
i " 'F | a bad 
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a bad ſpirit; and becauſe it is breaking, and 
burning their cords of flethly love and affection, 
it is called an auſtere, harſh ſpirit of bondage ; 
and becauſe it is overturning their altars, and 
caſts down Dagon on his face, and expoſes their 


idol worſhip and formal devotion, it is called an 


Antinomian ſpirit, and ſpirit of the Devil. Thus 
he comes as à thief, and they know him not; 
and alſo 4s a ſnare Pall he come upon all them that 
awell on the earth (Luke xxi. 35.), or church; 
and the /rare is this, they can neither tell whe- 
ther he be rom heaven, or of men, more than the 
Chief Prieſts and Scribes could tell from whence . 
John's miniſtry was. If they were to ſay from hea- 
ven, then we would ſay, Why then do ye not believe 
on him? and if they ſhould ſay, of men, then they 
fear the people, who have got the teſtimony that 
he is from heaven; and alſo ſear their own 
; conſcience, for all theſe hold Jobn as-a prophet, 
Matt. xxi. 25, 26. If they were to juſtify us, 
then they muſt condemn themſelves with all the 
world; if they were to condemn us finally, then 
they muſt condemn themſelves alſo; for what 
they have, we have; what they bold, we hold; 
every branch of experience they boaſt of, we 
may boaſt of alſo: Are they Hebrews? fo am I; 
Are they Phariſees? /o am I, as ſtrict a Phariſce as 
the beſt of them; Do they contend for meekneſs, 
| egen love, and ij Joy in the fleſh? my fleſh is as 
full 


A SERMON. «© 55 
ſull of auaheſe as it can hold, /o that 7 am not 4 
whit behind the very cbieſeſ apoſtles, though I be no- 
thing (2 Cor. xi. 5.), becauſe there is a ſpirit in 
us which' counts all theſe things, whether in us 
or in them, dro/s and dung; and this is the ſpirit 
of Chriſt; but him they cannot endure, becauſe 
he caſts denn their rock, their refuge, their God, 
and that wherein they truſt; and this is the prin- 
cipal thing which makes it fuch an hour of templa- 
tion, And that the hour of tempration is come, 
and is about over, even their own language do 
reſtify; but it has been, and is, in ſubſtance, very 
different from what they ſuppoſed it, namely, to 
conſiſt of national politics and French principles, 
which have been the ſame temptation to the na- 
tion at large, as to the church of God; and many 
hundreds have overcome theſe, that will never 
overcome the other; for all true overcomers are 
to be made pillars in the temple of Cad, Rev. iii. 
12. Therefore the ſubſtance of the temptation 
cannot mean any thing national, or reſpecting the 
French, for they have never yet ſet up Anti- 
chriſt, to deceive God's elect with a falſe chriſt; 
ſo far from it, they have caſt down every kind of 
Chriſt, and every kind of God, and every kind of 
religion, into blank Atheiſm; and in their place 
ſet up, and deified the Age of Reaſon; and all 
this may be typical of what the ſpirit of Anti- 
chriſt has done in this bour of temptation. Daniel 

1 ſpeaks 
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; ſpeaks concerning him, that, like the French, 


this king ſhall do according Io bis will; and he ſhall 
exalt himſelf, and magnify bimſelf above every god, 
and ſhall ſpeak marvellous things againſt the God of 
gods, unlil the indignation be accompli Med (on the 
choſen race): for that which ts determined ſhall le 


done. Neither Jball he regard the God of bis fathers 


(or the ancient Popes), nor regard any god; for 
be ſhall magnify himſelf above all, in ſplendour and 


appearance; but, in his gſtate, like the French, 


he all honour the God of forces (Dan. xi. 36—38.), 
or the Age of Reaſon, or a ſtrong faith ſtanding 
in reaſon. And this is the ſtrong temptation 

which has overſpread the church like @ food; and 
the end ſball be with a flood, and with the arms of a 

flood ſhall they be overflown from before him, and 
ſhall be broken ; yea, alſo the prince of the covenant. 

And afler the league made with him, be ſball work 
deceilfully (Dan. xi. 22, 23.), until he decerves all 
them that dwell in the earth, or church, except 


thoſe few who are left to bear witneſs, and teſtify 


againſt him; and theſe few keep the word of 
Chriſt's patience, which is their teſtimony, by 


which they overcome; and becauſe thou haſt kept 
- the word of my patience, 1 alſo will keep thee from 


tbe boar of temptation, which ſhall come upon all the 
world, to try them that dwelt on the earth, Rev. iii. 
10. This flood of reaſon you now ſee in the 


church, and all carried away with it, except a 


few 
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few faithful - witneſſes, that teſtify againſt. bs; - 
Then that which follows immediately upon this 

is, Bebold, I come quickly: bold faſt that which 
thou haſt, that no man take thy crown. And you 
have the promiſe following, Him that overcometh 
will I make a pillar in the 1emple of my God, and 


be ſhall go no more out: and I will write upon bim 


the name of my God, and the name of the cily of my 
God, which id the new Feruſalem, which cometh 
down out of heaven from my God: and 1 will write 
upon bim my new name. And, further, he ſpeaks 
for our comfort, Behold, I will make them of the 
ſynagogue of Satan, which ſay they are Jews, and are 
wot, but do lie; bebold, Iwill make them to come and 
worſhip tefare thy feet, and to know. that I harr 
loved thee, Rev. iii. 9—12. Now, from what 
has been ſaid reſpecting the coming of this great 
and dreadful day of the Lord, I ſhall draw up the 
concluſion in a few particulars. And, fit, From 
the almoſt continual darkneſs and affliction which 
I have been in for two years paſt, I bclieve the 
midnight to be over, and the midnight cry to have 
already gone. And, /econdly, From the unuſual, 
uncommon, and wonderful light which I have 
had for theſe two or three weeks paſt, I believe 
the morning is drawing on, and the day begin- 
ning to dawn on the walls of poor Zion. And 
thirdly, From the monſtrous ſcenes of ſpiritual 
wickedneſs I ſee in myſelf 'by the Lord's light; 

and 


— 
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and, in the ſame, view the whole church of God, 
a few only excepted, lying aſleep; in the darkneſs 
of midnight, as black as blackneſs itſelf, whilſt 
they think themſclves in the lighi and day. This 
makes me believe that the der of the city, 


vith the horror of darkneſs and night, is ready to 
fall on them. And, fourtbly, Jam confident that 


it is in the Lord's own light that I ſee; becauſe the | 
Devil has been. conſtantly working up the plague 


: of pride and every abomination, for to make it. 


withdraw, and 1 have joined him with my own 
will; and yet all could not veil it over; ſo I have 
found it true, that, as we cannot command the 
light to ſhine, no more can we command it to 
depart; but, like the ſun in the firmament,- it 
has remained ſhining, with very little variation, 
particularly this laſt week; and this morning, 

when meditating on theſe words, ibe elements 


Hall melt will ſervent beat; there was ſuch a blaze 


of light fell on them, that I could compare to no- 
thing but being in the ſun; and the Sun of Rigb- 
teouſueſs will moſt aſſuredly, in a little time, ſet all 
the elements of. this world in a blaze. And 
Chriſt's parable ſeems now about fulfilling— 
Now learn a parable of the fig-tree; When bis 


 brenth is yel lender, and puttelh forth" leaves, ye 
' know that ſummer is nigh: fo likewiſe, when ye 


ſhall ſee theſe things (or ſigns), come to paſs, know 
that (this glorious) ſummer is near, even at the 
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doors. Verily 1 Jay unto you, This generation foal 
101. paſs till all theſe things be fulfilled. Heaven and 
earth ſhall paſs away, but God's word concerning it 
ſhall never paſs away, Matt. xxiv. 32—35. | 

I come now to the ſecond general head, which 
is to ſhew who Elijab is; and here I would not 
have you to ſuppoſe that I hint, or arrogate any 
thing to myſelf but what God has given me, as 
if I made myſelf Elijah: no ſuch thing; but this 
I am ſure of, that God has given me be ſpirit of 
Elijah; and wherever his ſpirit is, whether in 
preacher or hearer, there is Elijab the propbet.. 
Now this can give you no offence, by ſetting one 
man in pre-eminence above another, and there 18 
ud reſpect of perſons with Cd. But it remains 


now to ſhew what the ſpirit of Elijah is; and in 


order to ſhew this, believe, it conſiſts chiefly of 
theſe four things: 4. | | 

Firſt, A ſpirit of judgment. and. eee | 

Secondly, A ſpirit of indignation A the 
fleſh, and zeal for God. | EPs 

Thirdly, A ſpint of power. 

Fourthly, A ſpirit of prayer. 

Fin, It is a ſpirit of judgment and dice 
ment, like that which John the Baptiſt. had, 
when he laid the axe of the law to the root of the 
heart, judging, diſcovering, and diſcerning the 
works of the law to be in the heart; and theſe 
conſiſt an of a ſelf-juſtiſying, ſelf-ſeekipg, 

ſelf. -exalting. 
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ſelf-exalting, conſequential, and hypocritical ſpi- 
rit. Where theſe are ſeen, judged, and con- 
demned, there is the ſpirit of judgment; and it 
was with this ſpirit that Elijah judged and con- 
demned all be pri:/ts of Baal, and all the wor- 
ſhippers of Baal in his day. ; 
© Secondly, It is a ſpirit of anger a indigna- 
tion, with and againſt the fleſh, and zeal for God; 
and where the firſt of theſe is, there is the ſecond 
alſo: but the ſecond may be where the firſt is 
not. Jehu had a wonderful zeal for God, ſo as to 
deſtroy all the idolatry of the land; but then he 
ſays to Jehonadab, Come with me, and ſee my zeal 
for the Lord (2 Kings x. 16.); which ſhews that 
he had no indignation againſt the ſource of that 
fleſhly ſpeech. Saul had a wonderful zeal. for 
God when he deſtroyed all the witches of the land ; 
but he went to one afterwards himſelf, which 
ſhewed that he had no zeal againſt witcheraft, 
nor againſt himſelf; for conſulting with it, Paul, 
in his Phariſaic ſtate, was exceeding zealous for 
God, ſo as 10 perſecute the ſaints, even lo range 
_ cities, becauſe they were enemies to his religion; 
but he had no indignation againſt his Pha- 
rifaic ſpirit. The Jews every one of them had a 
zeal for God, but not according io knowledge: for they 
being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about - 
to eflabliſh their own rig bicouſueſs, have not ſubmitted 
_m_— to the righteouſneſs of God (Rom. x. 3.); 
N which 
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which ſhews that they had no indignation againſt 
their own. nor themſelves for holding it. But 
if you or I feel the working of ſelf-righteouſ- 


* 


neſs, and cannot get from it, yet hate and abhor 
it, there is a true zeal for God. If I feel the mo- 


tions of pride working to get the honour and 
eſteem of men and God, and, at the ſame time, feel 
a hatred, indignation, and deteſtation againſt it, 


and myſelf for it; there is a burning, fiery zeal | | 


for God, which is the /word, - that will bew in 
pieces befure the Lord all the men-pleaſers, fleſh 
or ſwine-fceders, delicate Agags, and all the 


children of Amalek now in the world; the ſame. 


as Elijah, at the hroat Riſbon, ſlew all the prieſts 
and prophets. of. Baal with the ſword, and let not 
ene e them eſcape, r Kings xvili, 40. 4 
Thirdly, It is a ſpirit of per, called the Jpi= 
rit and power of Elias, which was ſhewn by'the 


miracles he ' wrought, ſuch as raiſing up the 
dead to life (1 Kings xvit. 22.); multiplying the 


widows oil and meal (1 Kings xvii. 14,), feed- 
ing himſelf for ſome time with bread from hea- 


ven by means of a raven (1 Kings xvil. 6.); and 


theſe miracles are ſtill. done to this day. When I 
ſee myſelf ack with all kinds of abominable 
wickedneſs, . and no clean part about me, or 
good thing within me, becauſe every good thing 


is turned into fin; but, at the ſame time, have 


this conviction, that, what I now ſee and feel, 


muſt be by the Spirit's * and power; and from 
6 this 
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this comfort ſhould ſpring up. It would not then 
be rejoicing becauſe of any good thing diſcovered 
in me, but rather that I diſcovered myſelf to be 
a ſinner; and as it is the Spirit that does that, it 
is rejoicing in ſpirit, or faith rejoicing in be 
knowledge of Jin; and faith then is Elijah's ra- 
ven, feeding his ſoul with 6read from beaven, 
which is a greater work. and miracle, humanly - 


ſpeaking, than it was to make the world, for 


then God commanded all things into exiſtence 


out of nothing; but here the very eſſence, like- 


neſs, and image of the Devil is turned into an- 
gel's food, whilſt he is reſiſting it with all his 


might, to turn it into poiſon, So the miracle is 


no leſs than turning the Devil into God, n into 
holineſs, death into life, weakneſs into ſtrength; 
and this is the /pirit and power of Elijah, 


Luke i. 17. 


Fourthly, It is a ſoirit of: prayer ; and the 
Apoſtle James ſets ferth Elijah as an example in 
prayer, ſaying, He was a man ſubjed? to like paſ- 
fions with ourſelves ; and he prayed earneſlly that it 
might not rain, and it rained not on the earth by the- 


pace of three years and ſix months (James v. 17.); 


during which time, Elijah told the Church, that 
they ſhould neither have dew nor rain from the 
Lord, but according to his word, 1 Kings xvii. 
1. And that which gave him this confidence 
and boldneſs 'was, becauſe he ſaw the great- 
eſt part of God's children, at that time, led 
| away 
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away into- idolatry by means of Baal's prieſts; 
and as he hated it, he hated them for it, and 

prayed, and interceded againſt them all Mot ye 
not what the ſcripture ſaith of Elias, how be maketh 
enterceſſion to God againſt IJrael, ſaying, Lord, they 
have broken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, 

killed thy propbets with the ſword, and 1 only am 
1.3.3 alone, and they ſeek my life, Rom. xi. 2, 3. 

God heard his prayers, and ſhut up heaven, that 
there was no dew nor rain, until he prayed again 
for rain, and God ſent rain upon the earth, 
x Kings xviii. 43. This is the work which I 
have been at for ſome time, namely, praying 
againſt Ifrael; becauſe I ſee the greateſt part of 

them led away, and ſtanding in idolatry. And 
when a man prays againſt ido/atry, whether in 
himſelf or others, it muſt be from a right ſpirit; 
and from the freedom, familiarity, confidence, 
and boldnefs which I have found with God, and 
ſorrow for their ſin, arid affurance of my own 
cauſe being God's, I believe he has heard me, 
and does hear me, and that they ſhall not have 
one drop of real due, or rain, from him, as long 
as they ſtand where they do; for it is written 


concerning the witneſſes, that they have power to 


flop heaven, that it rain not in the days of their pro- 
phecy, Rev. xi. 6. But, further, that which 
proves a ſpirit of prayer is, when it prays againſt 
all other kinds of prayer, if I ſee the prayers of 
my fleſh to be an abomination in the ſight of 

0 3 Cod, 
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God, and that I am held faſt by them, and can- 
not get from them, but pray againſt them, that 
mult be the ſpirit of prayer. Then if others are 
pleaſed with, and contend for, thoſe very prayers 
which I feel to be an abomination, and which I 
pray againſt, then I am not afraid to pray againſt 
thoſe-perſons, becauſe I then know that they are 
worſhipping and praying unto the Devil; there- 


fore can boldly challenge them, as Elijah did, to 
take a bullock, or ſacrifice of prayer, and dre/s it in 


any way they pleaſe, but.to put no ſtrange fire un- 
der it; and I will take another bullock, and dreſs 
it which way I pleaſe, let them call upon their god, 
and I will call upon my God, and the God that an- 


ters by fire, let him be God. And as they are 


watching ſor my halting, and have ſent many 


predictions abroad, that God will expoſe, and + 


ſtrip me naked and bare, and ſtop my mouth 


before a twelvemonth be over, they - muſt call 


earneſtly upon their God, to fulfil their predic- 


tions, leſt the time ſhould expire, and we, like 


Elijah, begin to mock, ſaying, Cry louder, for if 
be be God, either be 15 talking, or is Purſuing, or 


bets in a journey; or, peradventure, he eee pelb, and 


mut needs be awaked, 1 Kings xviii. 27. And if 
he is not awaked before a twelvemonth be over, 
the Lord hath not ſpoken by theſe prophets, for 
if i the thing come not 10 paſs, the Lord hath nat ſaid 
it, but the prophet bath ſpoken preſumptuouſly ; thou 
thalt not be afraid of him, Duet. xviii, 22. Nor 
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can Gere be any real danger ſeared, or dreaded, 
from thoſe who are contending for their own 
honour ; for they that honour themſelves God 
will deſpiſe, but they that honour him, be will bo- 
nour, as he did Elijah, who ſought for nothing 
but the deſtruction of every idol, and the glory; 
honour, and majeſty of the true God; and as 
that is what we ſeek, I can go to him at times, 
in the fulleſt. aſſurance of faith, like Elijah, ſay- 
ing, Lord God of | Abraham, 1ſaac, and Jacob, let 
it be known this day, thou art God in 1/rael, and that 
1 am thy ſervant, and that: I have dane all theſe 
things at thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear ne, 
that this people may know that thou. art the. Lad 
God; and that” thou haſt turned their heart batk 
again, 1 Kings xviii. 36, 37. And as the fire.of 
the Lord fell; and conſumed his ſacrifice, lo. it 
has, time after time, . conſutned: mine, and by 
and by, all the people fhall ſee it—and toben all 
the people ſaw it, they fell on their faces, and they - 
fad, the Lord, be is God; the Lord, he is God, 
I Kings xVid'39.0 ff 7: 8 
I come now to treat a little on vide third ge- 
neral head, which is to ſhew what the office of 
Elijah is, or what he comes to do, and the text 
ſays, To turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the beart of the children to their fathers; or, in 
other words, to ſeparate the righlecus from the 
wicked, and ma ke a true diſtinction between the 
children of the Devil and the children of God. 
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| Vit, Like John the Baptiſt, he lays the line of 
true judgment to the heart, to diſcover who is 
on che Devil's fide. And when the cockatrice egg 


was cruſhed in the Phariſee, the viper came out 
and was diſcovered; and then when John called 
them a general ion of vipers, their hearts boiled 
like a. pot with malice and enmity againſt the 
truth, and againſt him for being a meſſenger of 


truth. Then, though they called themſelves 


children of God, this proved them to be the 
children of the Devil; for /bey that are of God 
bear God's word, but ye bear it not, becauſe ye are 


not ef God, for now ye ſert to kill me, a man that 
| bath told you the truth, which truth I have beard of 


God: therefore, if God were your father, ye would love 
ne, for I proceeded forth and came from Gad, neither 
came 1 of my/elf, but be ſent ne (John viii. 42.); 


and which of yon eFwvinceth me of ſin (John viii. 


46.); or that he has not ſent me. Then if he 
has ſent me, and I ſpeak his truth by his ſpirit, 
and you hear it not, but boil with madneſs againſt - 
it, you are not of God, but of your own falber 


' the Devil, and bis works ye will do (John viii. $4.), 


and to him your heart is turned, and there is not 
the leaſt doubt but that he will turn to you with 
all his legions, and equip, and furniſh with matter, 
ſupport, ſtrengthen, and nurſe preſumption in 
you to the laſt, for he ball turn the hearts of the 


fathers to the children, as well as the' bearts of the 


children to their fathers. But, on the other hand, 
| John 
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John turned many of the children of Iſrael to the. 


Lord their Cad. And how did he do that? By 
preaching unto them. the baptiſm of repentance, 
to turn their hearts from dead works. This bap- 
tiſm is by plunging the ſoul into Jordan, or the 
law; and, when the waters of affliction from the 


law run into the ſaul, it fills it full of all kinds of 


fears and terrors, griefs and ſorrows, anguiſh of 
mind, with perplexity, darkneſs, blindneſs, and 
confuſion; and theſe ſtir up, and ſet all the fa- 
culties of nature to work, ſaying, Maſler, what 


pull we do? and, Maſter, what muſt we do? 
and the Spirit of life diſcovers this language and 
doing to be wrong, and to be only dead works, 


brought forth by a killing letter-unto a killing huſ- 
band, and profitable for nothing, but waſting the 
ſtrength of the heart; then, on this diſcovery, the 


Spirit turns from them with inward diſguſt, and 
turns to God, calling on him by faith and prayer 
alone. This is called the doctrine aud baptiſm of 
repentance from dead works (Heb. vi. 1, 2.), and 


calling on God; and as the heart thus turns to 
God, it turns, at the ſame time, to the pro- 
miſes made in the new covenant, which cove- 
nant. was made with Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 


cob; ſo as the heart turns to theſe fathers, 
theſe fathers, at the ſame time, turn to the 
heart with all their teſtimonies, bleſſings, and ac- 


knowledgments of their own children in the 
faith. But ſtill, in the office of Elijah, there is 
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ſomething more cloſe than all this. In every 
child of God there are two diſtinct bodies; a Jpt- 
ritual body, and a natural body ; andtheſe two bodies | 
are like two mothers, and may be called Sarab and 
Hagar. Hagar has many children, called the 
fruits of the fleſh, becauſe ſhe has many huſbands, 

and they are many fathers, and may be traced up 
all the way to Adam, and from him to the De- 
vil. Sarah has many children, which are Fruits 
of the Spirit, becauſe ſhe has many huſbands, and 
they are many fathers, but they all run in the 
line of the promiſed ſeed, and may be traced up 
to God, Now the great matter' is, when Hagar 
brings forth a child, and Sarah brings forth ano. 
ther, to make the proper diſtinction between 
thefe children, and turn each child to his proper 
and reſpective father. This is the great work of 
Elijah; but how does he accompliſh it? In 
this way; whenever any motion, or ſenſation, 
ariſes in the heart, it is like a child com- 
ing from the birth; then he aſks it theſe queſ- 
tions, From whence come ye? and, Whither do 
ye go? Then, for inſtance, ſuppoſe a ſtrong mo- 
tion of pride ariſes, from ſome. good quality we 
Fee in us, or about us; then he aſks ir, From 
whence do you come? and, Whither do you go? 
Well, it muſt confeſs I come from My/es and 
Adam, for they only allow of boaſting; and I go 
to Court to ſhew myfelf, get the honour of men, 
and pleaſe the Devil: then you come from, and 
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go to, your father che Devil—turn ye, wk go, 
get ye to your father. Now then, here muſt be 


another motion ſpringing up of a contrary nature, 
which ſays to Pride, Go, get ye to your father. 


Then, From whence come you? and, Whither 


do you go? To which, it muſt alſo. confeſs, 1 
come from ſomething that denies /e/f. Then what 
is that—/he grace of God teaches men to deny all un- 


godline/s. Then from whence does it come? from 


the ſpirit of God, for it is a fruit of the Spirit: 
then you area child of God; get you to your 
Father. But Hagar brings forth another bluſter- 


ing child, in imitation of this one, faying, Yes, 


I will get me to my Father, God. How? By 


humbling myſelf for my pride. But then, From 


whence does your humility ſpring? and, Whi- 


ther does it go? Why, it comes from my on 


works, and goes to appear with an humble face 
before men. Then that is pride, and the very 
ſpawn and offspring of Satan. Turn ye, and get 


ye to him, for he is your father. Then, let 
thought be as quick as lightning, from whence . 


comes that principle, which bids voluntary bumi- 
 lity go to the Devil, becauſe it is pride? Why, 
it muſt come from real humility, and that is the 
real fruit of the Spirit: then get you to your Fa- 


ther, for you are a child of God. Here in this 
way you may ſpend days, weeks, and months in 
making the ſeparation between Hagar's children 


and thoſe of Sarah, and turning each to his. pro- 
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per father, And if jou were to watch, on is © 
| not a motion, or ſenſation,. that comes from the 
| fleſh, but v hat you may trace jt; up to the Devil; 
and there you ought to leave it; and not give way 
to deſpondency concerning it, nor caſt away your 
coafidence, let the Devil have his due, but aſk 
yourſelf this queſtion, By what is it that I ſee and, 
feel this fruit. belongs to the Devil? Why. it 
muſt be by ſomething that convinces me it is ſin. 
Then what is that ſomething? Why, it is ihe 
ſpirit that. convinces. of lin: then I muſt have got 
the Spirit. Well, ſo you have: turn unto him; 
and, in turning to him, you turn to God. And 
as the fleſh turns continually another way, he be- | 
comes a cr to it; and, by this croſs, all cauſes 
and pleas. in the heart are tried; and it contains 
all the #req/ures of wiſdom and potver, to ſeparate 
the offspring of earth and hell from all the off. 
ſpring of God and Heaven; and it tramples and 
abaſes all the firſt to hell from whence they came, 
whilſt it raiſes up, and exalts all the others to 

God's right hand: and this muſt be done, % God 
come and ſmite ibe earth with a curſe, 0 c, 
me to the laſt head contained in the text. 

Ihe earth here, in a particular ſenſe, means 
the heart, which: is God's ground; and be. /mites 
it with the rod of bis mouth, which is the cbaſtening 

word of his /aw, as a miniſtration of death and con- 

demnatiou, and that tends. to fix the creſ we be- 

fore ine of, which makes a true ſeparation bes 
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tween thei; wh and the Spirit. But if that ſepac 
ration be not made, both fee Joined together; 
and the heart,” or earth, i nothing but a ſcene of 
wild confuſion; and all the corruptions, filthi- 
neſs, and fins in it are under the impending cuiſe 
of God, being under the law; ſo that the perſsn 
can never come to any true judgment of his. 


ſtate, nor be free from fears of the threatened curſe 


upon all manner of tranſgreſſion-. But Elijah 
comes to diſcover what is the Spirit of God in 
the earth, and brings it out, and turns him to the 
Lord his God, /e/ft he ſhould come, or that he 
may not come and ſmite the earth with a curſe ; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe Chrift was made a curſe 
For it, that the Spirit in it mizht inherit a bleſſing ; 
and was made under the law, that it might be redeemed 
from under the law, turn unto God, and receive the. 
adoption of fons ; and becauſe ye are ſons, God hath 
ſent forth the ſpirit of his Sen into your hearts, cry- 
ing unto him, Alba, Father, Gal. iv. 5, 6. And 
now, if there were not a very /mall remnant thus 
turned in ſpirit, to know the Lord their God, we 
might expect that he would come ind /mite the 
whole profefſed church with a curſe; except ibe 


Lord of hoſts had left us a very ſmall remnant, ue 


ſhould bave been like unto Sodom and Comorrba, 
Iſa. i. 9. But God has never left himſelf without | 
a witneſs ſince the world began; nor has he left 
himſelf without ſome to teſtify for him againſt 
the dreadful apoſtacy, idolatry, and deluſion 
| H 2 ge which 
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which now reigns, and covers the greateſt part og 
the whole church, keeping them in midoight © 
- _ darkneſs, Bur, bebold, 1 /end you Blijab the prophet, © 
before the coming of that great and dreadful day x 
te Lord; and he hall turn the hearts of the fathers 3 
li ibe chilaren, and the hearts of the childien totheir © 
.. fathers, left I come and nile the earth with @ cunſe. 
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